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OPENING NIGHT

ONCE UPON MY
MOTHER

THURSDAY, APRIL 30 AT 7:00 PM

BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME,
SPRINGFIELD

In this inspiring real-
life drama set in the
1960s, the matri-
arch of a bustling
Moroccan-Jewish
immigrant family
living in the Pari-
sian suburbs will do
anything to give her
youngest son the best
possible life despite his physical setbacks. A
fiery and wondrous adaptation of an auto-
biographical novel by French writer Roland
Perez, the upbeat and miraculous Once
Upon My Mother beautifully demonstrates
the complex phenomenon of a mother’s
single-minded, against-all-odds devotion.

upon
Mother

Opening night reception at 6:30 PM

DIRECTED BY KEN SCOTT | FRANCE | DRAMA | 2025 |
FRENCH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES | 102 MINS.

LABORS OF LOVE

FRIDAY, MAY 1 AT 1:30 PM
SPRINGFIELD JCC

A visionary leader
and one of history’s
most influential, yet
under-recognized,
American Jewish
women, Henrietta
Szold left an indelible
mark on the 20th
century. She founded
Hadassah in 1912,
creating a vital link between American
women and communities in pre-state Israel.
Through this organization, she established
the region’s modern healthcare system, built
on a mandate to treat Arabs and Jews equally.
Later, she spearheaded Youth Aliyah, an
operation that rescued 11,000 Jewish children
from Nazi Europe.
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Dessert reception at 1:00 PM. Pre-recorded inter-
view with director Abby Ginzberg to follow the film.

Dessert reception sponsored by Hadassah
Southern New England. Co-sponsored by
Susan and Dr. Marc Goldman and by Halina
Wiczyk and Jim Rosenthal.

DIRECTED BY ABBY GINZBERG | USA |
DOCUMENTARY | 2025 | ENGLISH | 79 MINS.

WE MET AT
GROSSINGER’S

SATURDAY, MAY 2 AT 8:00 PM
YIDDISH BOOK CENTER, AMHERST

Built by three gener-
ations of trailblazing
women, Grossinger’s
Resort and Hotel in
the Catskills stood at
the center of a world
Jews built for them-
selves after being
shut out of America’s
mainstream resorts
and clubs. This nostalgic, immersive film
brings to life a mid-century phenomenon
that united immigrants, sports legends, pol-
iticians, comedians, and movie stars around
a lasting belief that inclusivity, creativity and
leisure lie at the heart of what it truly means
to be American.

Co-sponsored by the Yiddish Book Center

DIRECTED BY PAULA EISELT | USA |
DOCUMENTARY [ 2025 | ENGLISH | 104 MINS.

SHORT FILM
SHOWCASE

SUNDAY, MAY 3 AT 1:00 PM
GREENFIELD GARDEN CINEMAS
=) ¢ PVJEF’s popular
FiddlerM short film showcase is
onthe 00N  EEWRN Enjoy a curated
collection of narra-
R : tive, documentary,
‘ ("B and animated works
highlighting global

Jewish experiences,
culture, and his-
tory. These films
offer engaging, original stories in a compact
format. This year’s shorts program includes
Beshert (UK), Butterfly (France, Academy
Award-nominated), Call Me Papa: The
Letters of Otto Frank (USA), Fiddler on the

Moon: Judaism in Space (USA), and JewCE:
The Jewish Comics Experience (USA).

Co-sponsored by Barron Ackerman Family

ALL | HAD WAS
NOTHINGNESS

SUNDAY, MAY 3 AT 7:00 PM
TOWER THEATERS, SOUTH HADLEY

Claude Lanzmann
spent 12 years
creating SHOAH,

a groundbreaking
film that redefined
Holocaust represen-
tation. Forty years
later, filmmaker
Guillaume Ribot
explores 220 hours
of unreleased footage, as Lanzmann’s quest
to capture the reality of the Holocaust

led him to interview victims, witnesses,
and perpetrators from all over the world.
Ribot pays homage to one of cinema’s
masterpieces and to its director’s relentless
pursuit of telling the untold. More than a
“making-of” documentary, All I Had Was
Nothingness stands as a moving meditation
on memory, testimony, and the power of
cinema to confront history.

DIRECTED BY GUILLAUME RIBOT | FRANCE |
DOCUMENTARY [ 2025 | FRENCH, POLISH,
ENGLISH, HEBREW, AND GERMAN WITH
ENGLISH SUBTITLES | 94 MINS.

HOLA! CHAU

MONDAY, MAY 4 AT 7:00 PM
GREENFIELD GARDEN CINEMAS

Marcello (beloved
Israeli musician
Pablo Rosenberg),
an Argentinian-
Israeli aspiring film
director, shares a
crowded home with
his wife, their adult
children, a son-in-
law, a grandchild,
and a sharp-tongued mother-in-law. But
when his estranged Argentine father and
sister suddenly arrive for a three-week visit
after a decade apart, the drama—and the
comedy—hits the roof. Hola! Chau is a

ALL I HAD
WAS NOTH




charming look at forgiveness, family chaos,
and bridging generations, offering spirited
humor, tender moments, and a refreshing
reminder of what family is all about.

Co-sponsored by The Neta Bolozky and
Yaffa Gunner Fund

DIRECTED BY YOHANAN (JORGE) WELLER |
ISRAEL | DRAMEDY | 2025 | HEBREW AND
SPANISH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES | 86 MINS.

MAINTENANCE ARTIST

TUESDAY, MAY 5 AT 1:30 PM

D’AMOUR MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS,
SPRINGFIELD

Maintenance Artist

is the first feature
documentary about
pioneering public
artist Mierle Lader-
man Ukeles, the New
York City Sanitation
Department’s official
artist-in-residence.
After becoming a
mother, Ukeles declared that her household
and childcare work would be performance
art—a radical act that brought her into the
male-dominated 1960s avant-garde. Guided
by her Jewish faith, which finds sanctity in
the profane, she expanded her practice to
include museum workers and, later, sanita-
tion workers. Set amid the social and artistic
revolutions of the late 20th century, Mainte-
nance Artist tells the story of an artist who
redefined the meaning of art and labor.

DIRECTED BY TOBY PERL FREILICH | USA |
DOCUMENTARY | 2025 | ENGLISH 1 95 MINS.

HOLDING LIAT

TUESDAY, MAY 5 AT 7:00 PM

BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME,
SPRINGFIELD

On the morning of
October 7, 2023,
Israeli-American Liat
Atzili and her husband
Aviv were at home
when Hamas attacked
their kibbutz. By
nightfall, Liat and Aviv
are captives in Gaza
along with 250 other

people—12 of whom, like Liat, are Ameri-
can citizens. Caught between international
diplomacy and a rapidly escalating war, their
family must face their own uncertainty and
conflicting political perspectives in the pur-
suit of Liat and Aviv’s release. This agonizing
process, and the ultimate fate of their loved
ones, challenges how the members of the
family understand themselves and their place
in the conflict. Through the intimate lens of a
family’s experience, Holding Liat poses com-
plex questions of identity across generations,
as the family is thrust into the epicenter of a
global conflict rapidly unfolding in real-time.
Shortlisted for the 2026 Academy Awards.

Post-screening discussion with director Brandon
Kramer and producer Lance Kramer

Co-sponsored by Temple Beth El

DIRECTED BY BRANDON KRAMER | USA |
DOCUMENTARY | 2025 | ENGLISH AND HEBREW
WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES | 97 MINS

CLOSING NIGHT
THE SOUNDMAN

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6 AT 7:00 PM
AMHERST CINEMA

On the eve of the
German invasion in
1940 Belgium, a tender
attachment forms
between a gifted young
radio apprentice and
arising Jewish actress,
their hopes colliding
with a world edging

- — toward war. Inside
Brussels’ famed Flagey Building, 18-year-old
Berre—an introverted talent with a magical
ear—rises from intern to sound engineer,
crafting transportive live radio drama sound-
scapes that captivate Elza, a luminous on-air
performer seeking joy in uncertain times.
Through lyrical visuals, sumptuous period
detail, and breathtaking use of sound, this
singular prewar tale delivers an immersive
WWII-era drama unlike any other.

DIRECTED BY FRANK VAN PASSEL | BELGIUM |
DRAMA 2025 | DUTCH WITH ENGLISH
SUBTITLES [ 118 MINS.

springfieldjcc.org/pvijff

Your Support Makes
the Difference

We invite you to partner with the
Pioneer Valley Jewish Film Festival and
help the festival grow. Your generous
contributions help raise the curtain on
meaningful, thought-provoking films
and ensure that PVJFF thrives in the
years to come.

Make Your Gift Today!




2026 Ticket Information

TICKET PRICES
General Admission: $14

HOW TO ORDER TICKETS

In Advance: Buy tickets quickly and easily

at springfieldjcc.org/pvjff. For additional
assistance purchasing tickets, please call
(413) 739-4715 or stop by the Springfield JCC
Welcome Desk. Advance ticket purchase is
strongly encouraged, as films do sell out.

PVJFF-Ticketed Films:
¢ No service or transaction fees.

¢ PVJFF online box office closes one hour
before the film is set to screen.

e No paper tickets will be issued. If you've
purchased tickets in advance, simply check
in when you arrive at the venue.

Separate Ticketing: Please note that PVJFF
films showing at the Amherst Cinema,
Greenfield Garden Cinemas, and South
Hadley’s Tower Theaters require separate
ticketing through their box offices. Service
or transaction fees may apply.

At the Door: Limited tickets will be sold at the
door starting 30 minutes before the screening,
for as long as seating is available.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

¢ Due to circumstances beyond our control,
film programs are subject to change without
prior notice.

¢ Please allow extra time to park and walk to
the venue.

¢ For more information about the screenings,
contact us at (413) 739-4715.

VENUES
AMHERST SPRINGFIELD
Ambherst Cinema Basketball Hall of Fame
28 Amity Street 1000 Hall of Fame Avenue
(413) 253-2547 (877) 446-6752
Yiddish Book Center Springfield JCC
1021 West Street Goldstein Auditorium
(413) 256-4900 Neal Webber Building
1160 Dickinson Street
GREENFIELD (413) 739-4715
Greenfield Garden Cinemas  Springfield Museums
361 Main Street D’Amour Museum of Fine Arts
(413)774-4881 Davis Auditorium
21 Edwards Street
SOUTH HADLEY (413) 263-6800
Tower Theaters
19 College Street
(413) 533-3456 E . E
~ h

springfieldjcc.org/pvjff o}
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