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Thursday,  September 19 
7:30 pm @ Springfield JCC 

Madeleine May Kunin 
Coming of Age
My Journey to the Eighties
For many, life expectancy is increasing, yet people rarely contemplate the emotional transitions 
that come alongside the physical adjustments of aging. Madeleine May Kunin, former diplomat 
and three-term governor of Vermont, wants to change that. Her memoir is an honest and 
positive look at growing old and how it has affected her life. As a vigorous advocate for women, 
strong families, and quality education, Kunin has been on 
the front-lines of important issues for decades. In addition 
to serving as the first Jewish woman governor of any state, 
Kunin also served as Deputy Secretary of Education and 
Ambassador to Switzerland in the 1990s. 

Admission: FREE for JCC and Chai Society members,  
$7 general public

Co-sponsored by Life Lessons: The William & Margery 
Sadowsky Center for Adult Learning

Sunday,  October 6
2:00 pm @ Yiddish Book Center 

Sue Macy
The Book Rescuer
How a Mensch from Massachusetts Saved 
Yiddish Literature for Generations to Come
Family-friendly event!
From New York Times Best Illustrated Book artist Stacy Innerst and author 
Sue Macy comes a story of one man’s heroic effort to save the world’s Yiddish 
books. Over the last forty years, Aaron Lanksy, founder and president of the 
Yiddish Book Center, has jumped into dumpsters, rummaged around musty 
basements, and crawled through cramped attics. He did all of this in pursuit of 

a particular kind of treasure, of which he’s found 
plenty. Lansky’s treasure was any book written in 
Yiddish, the language of generations of European 
Jews. This children’s book celebrates the power of 
an individual to preserve history and culture. Sue 
Macy is a former editor for Scholastic and is the 
acclaimed author of many books for young readers.
Admission: FREE 

Presented in partnership with the  
Yiddish Book Center

Tuesday,  October 29
7:00 pm @ Springfield JCC

Karen Zilberstein
Parents Under Pressure 
Struggling to Raise Children in an Unequal America
How do families grapple with disability, mental health, poverty, racism, or opiod 
addiction? How well does America’s infrastructure of care meet their needs? The 
portraits of six overburdened families shows how health crises can quickly devolve 
into the loss of jobs and homes, how public perceptions of poor people hamper the 
chances for a better life, and the ways in which race and income affect access to 
assistance. From fractured support systems to well-
intentioned but underfunded agencies, these stories 
lay bare flawed social structures and expectations. 
Karen Zilberstein is a psychotherapist and serves 
as the Clinical Director of the Northampton, MA 
chapter of A Home Within, a national non-profit 
devoted to providing pro bono therapy to foster 
care youth and alumni.
Admission: FREE 

Co-sponsored by Kehillah, the JCC’s Special  
Needs Department
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“ We are lucky to have such insight from this author in her 
highly readable and relatable book…From her we garner 
lessons such as cherishing the moments we have left, 
letting go of things, of vanity, of grudges, and smiling.” 

— NY Journal of Books

“ Once again, Madeleine Kunin breaks ground for us. 
Among her many titles, we can also add: wise woman 
with a poet’s soul, a writer’s art.”  

—  Julia Alvarez, award-winning author of In the Time of Butterflies

FALL KICK-OFF EVENT! 

DUANE STORK 
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Thursday,  November 7
7:00 pm @ Temple Beth El 

Karen Treiger
My Soul is Filled with Joy 
A Holocaust Story
Sam Goldberg escaped the Treblinka Death Camp during the prisoner revolt on 
August 2, 1943. Running to the woods, he met Esther, who was hiding there. For 
another year until liberation, they hid together in barns and in a pit in the forest. 
The author, married to Sam and Esther’s son, uncovers details of their wartime 
experiences and travels to Poland to meet the families of the Righteous Gentiles 
who helped them survive. The dead of Poland speak loudly from the ashes, but the 
living find new voices. The author listens to these voices and finds her own in the 
process. Karen Treiger retired from her law practice in 2015 to research and write 
her in-laws’ story of survival during the Holocaust. She lives in Seattle.

“ This book […] enables us – no, it compels us 
– to see our everyday lives in a new dimension 
of appreciation, meaning, and purpose. I urge 
everyone to look deeply into this book and accept  
its priceless gift of a new life.” 

— Rabbi Yitz Greenberg, President Emeritus, CLAL: The National 
Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership

Admission: FREE for JCC and Temple Beth El 
members, $7 general public

Co-sponsored by Temple Beth El

Tuesday,  December 10
7:00  pm @ Springfield JCC

Kirsten Fermaglich
A Rosenberg by Any Other Name 
A History of Jewish Name Changing in America
Our thinking about Jewish name changing tends to focus on clichés: ambitious 
movie stars who adopted glamorous new names or insensitive Ellis Island 
officials who changed immigrants’ names for them. But the real story is much 
more profound. Mining court documents, oral histories, archival records, and 
contemporary literature, this history of name changing in the U.S. offers a 
previously unexplored window into American Jewish life throughout the 20th 
century. Kirsten Fermaglich teaches history and Jewish studies at Michigan State 
University and is the co-editor of American Jewish History. She has never changed 
her name.

“ Fermaglich’s thorough research and bright 
insights produce a provocative account of a 
seldom-explored cultural phenomenon.” 

— Kirkus Reviews

Admission: FREE for JCC members,  
$7 general public

WINTER/SPRING
KICK-OFF EVENT!

Thursday,  February 13
7:00 pm @ Springfield JCC

Jenna Blum
The Lost Family
Peter Rashkin, an Auschwitz survivor and the owner and head chef of a well-known Manhattan 
restaurant, falls for June Bouquet, an up-and-coming model that’s twenty years his junior. 
Up until this point, Peter had resigned himself to a solitary life consumed by his terrible guilt 
over surviving the atrocities of the Nazi death camp while his family perished. When June 
unexpectedly becomes pregnant, Peter proposes, believing that a new family with the woman 
he loves will allow him to let go of his past. But over the 
next two decades, it becomes clear that the horrors of 
his past will overshadow Peter, June, and their daughter 
Elsbeth, transforming them in shocking, heartbreaking, 
and unexpected ways. Jenna Blum is a New York Times 
and #1 international bestselling author.
Admission: FREE for JCC members, $7 general public

Co-sponsored by Life Lessons: The William & Margery 
Sadowsky Center for Adult Learning

“ The Lost Family is an extraordinary read, the kind 
of book that makes you sob and smile, the kind that 
gives you hope… It is compassionate, masterful 
and disturbingly contemporary.” 

— Tatiana de Rosnay, bestselling author of Sarah’s Key

“ This exquisitely crafted and compassionate novel 
offers a lesson in honesty, regardless of how difficult 
the truth may be.” 

— Library Journal
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Thursday,  April 30 
7:00 pm @ Springfield JCC

David R. Dow
Confessions of an Innocent Man
Rafael Zhettah, a bachelor who’s content with having few personal or material 
attachments that ground him, relishes the simplicity and freedom of his life. 
Then, lightning strikes. He falls in love with Tieresse, a billionaire, philanthropist, 
sophisticate bombshell. When she’s brutally murdered in their home, he is 
convicted of the crime and sentenced to death. But for Rafael, death row is not 
the end; it is only the beginning. Now with his recaptured freedom, he’ll stop at 
nothing to deliver justice to those who stole everything from him. David R. Dow is 
the Cullen Professor at the University of Houston Law Center and the Rorschach 
Visiting Professor of History at Rice University. He is also the founder and director 
of the Texas Innocence Network.

“ A debut novel that’s a page-turner with a 
message…[Dow’s] criminal work is a clear 
influence on this novel, and his passion bleeds 
through on every page. The claustrophobic nature 
of prisons, the routine cruelty, the anonymous 
suffering, the decrepit conditions – they all 
come through in straight-forward, well-written 
prose…A solidly suspenseful novel.” 

– Kirkus Reviews

Admission: FREE for JCC members, $7 general public

Thursday,  May 21
2:00 pm @ Glenmeadow 
Retirement Community

B. A. Shapiro
The Collector’s Apprentice

Everyone in Belgium believes Paulien Mertens stole millions 
in a sophisticated con game perpetrated by her then-fiancé. 
To protect herself from the law and the wrath of those who 
lost everything, she creates a new identity – a Frenchwoman 
named Vivienne Gregsby – and sets out to recover her father’s 
art collection to prove her innocence. When the eccentric 
American art collector Edwin Bradley offers Vivienne the 
perfect job, she’s soon caught up in the Parisian world of post-
Impressionists and expatriates. As she gets more involved, her 
life becomes even more complicated: her ex-fiancé returns 
with unclear motives and Vivienne is arrested for Edwin’s 

murder. B. A. Shapiro is the author of eight novels, including the award-winning  
New York Times bestseller The Art Forger and the bestseller The Muralist.

“ B. A. Shapiro is back with a platinum potion of art, love, and scandal, 
set against the big backdrop of Paris between the wars. This is a big story, 
from a big talent.” 

– Jacquelyn Mitchard, author of The Deep End of the Ocean

Admission: FREE          

Co-sponsored by Glenmeadow Retirement Community
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Thursday,  March 5
7:00 pm @ Yiddish Book Center 

Alana Newhouse
The 100 Most Jewish Foods 
A Highly Debatable List 

To paraphrase an old cliché, put any two Jews together and you’ll have three 
opinions about Jewish food. Ask them to name the most Jewish food and the list 
turns highly debatable. Tablet’s list of the 100 most Jewish foods is not about the 
most popular Jewish foods, or the tastiest, or even the most enduring. It’s a list of 
the most significant foods culturally and historically to the Jewish people, explored 
deeply with essays, recipes, stories, and context. Informative, unexpected, 
passionate, quirky, and rich with layers of tradition and history, this book 
celebrates the one unwavering constant of Jewish life: food. Alana Newhouse is the 

editor-in-chief and founder of Tablet, a daily online 
magazine of Jewish news, ideas, and culture.

“ [A] love letter – to food, family, faith and 
identity, and the deliciously tangled way 
they come together.” 

        
– NPR’s The Salt

Admission: FREE for JCC and Yiddish Book Center 
members, $7 general public

Co-sponsored by the Yiddish Book Center

2019-20 LITERATOUR EVENT CALENDAR

MICHELLE ISHAY COHEN KATYA DOW
LYNN WAYNE

facebook.com/JCCSpringfield



Generous funding is provided by the Posnick 
Family Endowment Fund and the Norman and 
Frances Cohen Fund for Adult Arts and Education.

Reservations are strongly recommended.  
Call 413.739.4715, email arts@springfieldjcc.org,  
or sign up in person at the JCC front desk.  
Books will be available for purchase and 
autograph at all events. 

Springfield Jewish Community Center
Neal Webber Building
1160 Dickinson Street
Springfield, MA 01108-3197
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