Springfield Jewish Community Center
Neal Webber Building
1160 Dickinson Street
Springfield, MA 01108

Literatour: Community-wide Celebration of Jewish Books
Zoom links will be sent out as the program date gets closer.

Literatour is the Springfield JCC's festival of Jewish books, featuring year-round
author talks and literature events. All of the following programs will be done
using Zoom and are free and open to the public.
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TIME DATED MATERIAL

Stephanie Butnik
The 100 Most Jewish Foods
Tuesday, March 2
7:00 p.m.

Exploring Opera: Sensational Seville

Join us for an operatic journey through Seville and see
the actual (or supposed) sites of a few of The Barber of
Seville’s settings and bask in video performance clips of
some of these musical masterpieces. Perfect for the
opera newcomer or long time fan.

Ronald Balson
Eli's Promise
Tuesday, March 23
7:00 p.m.

Presented in partnership with Osher Marin JCC

Exploring Opera: The Divas
Instructor: James Sokol
Thursday, February 4 -25 (4 weeks)
4:00 - 5:30 p.m. | $50 or $12.50/session

Books available for purchase at the
Springfield JCC
Anna Solomon
The Book of V
Thursday, February 18
2:00 p.m.

All online programs will be held over Zoom.
Zoom links will be sent out as the program start date get closer.

Instructor: James Sokol
Monday, January 25
4:30 - 6:00 p.m. | $12.50 early bird, $15 advance, $20

The following is a list of upcoming author talks:

Bob Chipkin
Paws to Remember
Thursday, February 4
7:00 p.m.

Online Programs

David R. Dow
Confessions of an Innocent Man
Thursday, April 29
7:00 p.m.

Visit us at SpringfieldJCC.org and click "Adult Learning & Culture"

Winter/Spring
2021

To register for any of the Literatour author events,
call (413) 739-4715 or email arts@springfieldjcc.org.

The Course Guide to Adult Education Programs at the Springfield Jewish Community Center.

“Diva” strikes excitement in some, fear in others.
Regardless, an opera diva usually has an exceptional
voice. Some are legendary; others almost forgotten.
Join us to discover some of these great ladies. Learn
about their backgrounds and experience their brilliance
through performance videos. Hear the variations
among the female vocal ranges – soprano, mezzo,
contralto. Bask in the glory of gorgeous voices and
repertoire.

Great Moments and Influencers of Art and
Culture: Who Were They?
Instructor: Dr. Simon Sibelman
Wednesdays, February 3 - March 17 (6 weeks)
(No class February 17)
10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
6 Classes: $95 members, $115 general public
3 Classes: $55 members, $65 general public
Within the broad scope of European history, a plethora
of names will arise of individuals who through politics,
literature, art, architecture, and music constructed a
pan-European aesthetic that to a degree would come
to represent universal culture and civilization. This
series of lectures will explore six moments that
represent essential building blocks in the evolution of
this “European model.”
Co-sponsored by the Museum School at the Springfield Museums

Presented in partnership with Osher Marin JCC

Watch for more info on "Exploring Broadway:
Game Changers," scheduled for March, 2021.

JCC Book Club
Co-sponsored by the Yiddish Book Center

Passover Wine Sale
Buy your wine at the Springfield JCC.

Whether your Passover seder will be small or will include your expanded
bubble, you can purchase your wine from Gordon’s Fine Wines through the
Springfield JCC. If you would like to place a custom order, forms will be
available on the JCC website in February. Individual bottles of many popular
wines will also be sold at the J beginning March 15th and can be purchased
either in person or over the phone with curbside pickup. Any questions,
please contact Bev Nadler at 413-739-4715 or at bnadler@springfieldjcc.org.

Registration
To register for "Exploring Opera: Sensational Seville," "Exploring Opera: The Divas,"
or any of the Book Fest, and Literatour programs, please visit SpringfieldJCC.org. For
Pioneer Valley Jewish Film Festival programs, please visit PVJFF.org.
To register for any other program, please call (413) 739-4715.
Contact Bev Nadler at bnadler@springfieldjcc.org with any questions.

Coping with COVID:
Seeing the Light at the End of the Tunnel

Do you love to curl up with a good book? Join our
daytime adult book club. New members are always
welcome. Here is a list of our upcoming meetings:

Instructor: Susan Goldman
Session I: Wednesday, February 3, 10:00 a.m.
Session II: Tuesday, March 16, 7:00 p.m.
Free

Monday, February 1
Eli's Promise, Ronald Balson
(Ronald Balson will be discussing this
book as part of our Literatour series)

Donations
Many of our programs are being offered FREE of charge and we are happy to provide
them during these challenging times. We hope that you will consider making a
donation to help defray some of our costs by visiting SpringfieldJCC.org/donate or
stopping by the Springfield JCC. All donations would be greatly appreciated.

First Monday of the Month
11:00 a.m. | Free

Passover Wine Sale
information inside

Monday, March 1
The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek
Kim Michele Richardson
To join, email arts@springfieldjcc.org.

COVID-19 has impacted all of our lives. Learning new
coping skills and strategies to get through these
unprecedented times may be just what you need while
continuing to live through a pandemic. Regardless of your
personal circumstances, all are welcome to join a
discussion with Susan Goldman, MSW, LICSW for helpful
advice on taking care of yourself during these difficult
times. Susan will provide you with tips and tools to manage
stress and build resilience until better days are here.

In-Person Programs

Online Programs

Book Fest in Your Living Room

There will be proper social distancing at all in-person programs.
In-person classes will be limited to as many as we can safely accommodate.
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We’re now offering even more author events through the virtual Book Fest in Your Living Room.
Zoom links will be sent out as the program date gets closer.

How to be an Antiracist

Telling Your Story through Writing

Is Climate Change a National Security Issue?

Make Mine Maple with King Arthur Baking School

Instructor: Tim Oppenheimer
Mondays, March 8 & 15 (2 weeks)
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. | $40 members, $50 general public

Instructor: Bob Chipkin
Session I: Mondays, January 25 - March 15 (8 weeks)
Session II: Mondays, April 5 - June 7
(No class May 17 & 31) (8 weeks)
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. | $85 members, $100 general public

Instructor: Gregory White
Thursdays, February 11 & 18 (2 weeks)
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. | $30 members, $40 general public

Thursday, March 11
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. | $40 members, $45 general public
Registration Deadline: February 25

Part I: What is national security, and how has the
concept changed in recent decades? Specifically, what
was it about the transition to the post-Cold War era in
the early 90s that facilitated the inclusion of
environmental issues in national security debates?
Indeed, how did the "War on Terror" facilitate the
incorporation of environmental matters in national
security debates?

Let’s celebrate the maple season as we bake together
from your own kitchen in this interactive class. Discover
how this natural, native sweetener adds an exquisite
flavor to Maple Walnut Cream Scones and Maple Pear
Upside-Down Cakes. You’ll also learn how
to utilize maple syrup in your cooking and
baking year-round! Recipes, ingredient and
equipment lists and the Zoom link will be
sent a few weeks before the class. You’re
welcome to have someone else in your
home join you for the class for the same
fee. Limited to 24.

Why is COVID-19 more prevalent in minority communities?
According to the New York Times, it's not because of any
innate susceptibility, but rather because of households
that are more crowded, jobs that require more frequent
contact with others and rely on public transportation, and
poorer access to health care. While public health experts
describe these as social determinants of health, Ibram
Kendi, author of How to be an Antiracist, describes the
COVID-19 outcomes as the result of racist policies and
practices in housing, employment, health care, education,
and transportation. We will explore and analyze both
racist and antiracist ideas and policies.
Required reading: How to be an Antiracist, Ibram Kendi

How the Supreme Court Decides Cases
Instructor: Tim Oppenheimer
Wednesdays, March 10 - 31 (4 weeks)
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. | $80 members, $100 general public
Like it or not, the present day Supreme Court is becoming
a Scalia Court in matters of Constitutional interpretation.
In other words, they subscribe to originalism, the belief
that the provisions of the Constitution have a fixed
meaning. Justice Scalia railed against colleagues who,
under a “living Constitution” philosophy, decided cases not
on the basis of what the Constitution meant, but rather, in
his words, on “what it ought to mean today.” In this course
we will look at major cases such as Roe v. Wade (abortion
rights), Lawrence v. Texas (homosexual conduct), Heller
(right to bear arms), Brown v. Board of Education (school
desegregation), Obergefell (same-sex marriage),
Washington v. Glucksberg (right to die), and Griswold
(contraception), to analyze the methods of interpretation
used and grapple with their appropriateness.

Do you have stories that are just waiting to be written,
but you're not sure how to start? Join our supportive,
low-pressure writing class which will help you get in touch
with the writer inside you.

Vietnam: The Hot War within the Cold War
Instructor: Stuart Greene
Mondays, April 5 - May 3 (5 weeks)
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. | $90 members, $110 general public
The Vietnam War was one of the most controversial wars
in American history. The following topics will be covered:
WWII in Southeast Asia, which led to the Cold War; the
fall of French Indonesia and the formation of North and
South Vietnam; the three phases of the Hot War; the
alternatives that existed to the American strategies; and
the draft system and its damage to American society and
morale. The class will conclude with how the withdrawal
of American troops directly let to the fall of Saigon and
how this resulted in a reevaluation of America’s
worldwide military posture. Please watch Ken Burns' The
Vietnam War (PBS and Netflix) prior to class.

New to the J: Meet the Instructors
Tim Oppenheimer, a JCC member, is a retired law
professor, attorney and union representative. As an
attorney he represented plaintiffs in civil rights cases,
primarily employment discrimination, prevailing in
significant sex discrimination cases. Since retiring he has
obtained an MSW and is currently doing Guardian Ad
Litem work for the Juvenile Court.
Gregory White is a Professor of Government at Smith
College. He is also a member of the Environmental
Science and Policy program and the Faculty Director of
the Lewis Global Studies Center. He holds a Ph.D. in
political science from the University of WisconsinMadison and has held Fulbright scholarships to Tunisia
and Morocco. He has served as a co-editor of the Journal
of North African Studies and is the author of books and
articles, including Climate Change and Migration: Borders
and Security in a Warming World.

Part II: "Climate refugees" are people displaced by
climate change. What are the pitfalls/problems of
treating climate refugees as a national security matter?

Pioneer Valley Jewish Film Festival
Many of the films feature special Zoom events where PVJFF fans can gather for live discussions with guest speakers.
Zoom links will be sent out as the program date gets closer.
The 2021 Pioneer Valley Jewish Film Festival is going virtual this year! Enjoy award-winning films
from the comfort of your own home. Our Virtual Film Festival is FREE of charge, but we kindly
encourage donations to support the Pioneer Valley Jewish Film Festival. For specific instructions
on how to stream the films, to register for live discussions, and for a complete list of films and
virtual programs, visit PVJFF.org.
Here is a sampling of the film programs:
Fiddler: A Miracle of Miracles
Watch it at home: February 6 - 8
Join us for the virtual discusson: Monday, February 8, 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: Alisa Solomon, Professor, Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism,
and author of Wonder of Wonders: A Cultural History of Fiddler on the Roof.
Co-sponsored by the Yiddish Book Center
It Must Schwing!: The Blue Note Story
Watch it at home: February 20 - 22
Join the virtual discussion: Monday, February 22, 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: Larry Hott, documentary filmmaker and owner of Florentine Films/Hott
Productions
Crescendo
Watch it at home: February 27 - March 1
Join the virtual discussion: Monday, March 1, 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: Stephen Glantz, Crescendo screenwriter

In addition to Literatour, we're happy to announce
that the Springfield JCC is now a partner in the
National JCC Literary Consortium to bring you Book
Fest in Your Living Room, a virtual series of author
Zoom talks and Q&As for a nominal fee. Some events
may require a book purchase. Here is a sampling of
the program offerings:

Lisa Lillien
Hungry Girl Fast and Easy (Including Live Cooking Demo)
Sunday, January 17, 8:00 p.m.
Scott Turow
The Last Trial
Wednesday, January 27, 8:00 p.m.
Gabrielle Glaser
American Baby: A Mother, a Child, and the Shadow History of Adoption
Sunday, January 31, 8:00 p.m.

Save the Date! Tickets available soon.
Phillipe Sands
The Ratline: The Exalted Life and Mysterious Death of a Nazi Fugitive
Sunday, February 7, 3:00 p.m.
Bill Gates
How to Avoid a Climate Disaster:
The Solutions We Have and the Breakthroughs We Need
Wednesday, February 24, 8:00 p.m.

Mark Gerson
The Telling: How Judaism's Essential Book Reveals the Meaning of Life
Sunday, March 7, 4:00 p.m.
Daniel Lee
The SS Officer's Armchair: Uncovering the Hidden Life of a Nazi
Sunday, April 11, 2:00 p.m.
Tovah Feldshuh
Lillyville: Mother, Daughter, and Other Roles I've Played
Thursday, April 15, 8:00 p.m.

Presented in partnership with the National JCC Literary Consortium
For a full list of authors and to register, please visit SpringfieldJCC.org.

