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OUR LIFE LESSONS BROCHURE is transitioning back to its signa-
ture look. Our goal is to provide a wide spectrum of offerings, but many 
options are still unavailable to us. Please be patient and we hope to 
expand our program selection as soon as possible. Check our website  
www.SpringfieldJCC.org  for up-to-date information on upcoming 
programs and trips. Please note that all programs are subject to change 
and may be adapted, as necessary.

Meet Our New 
CEO Samantha 
Dubrinsky and 
COO Deb Krivoy 
and Explore Our 
Adult Offerings 
at the J!

DEB KRIVOYSAMANTHA DUBRINSKY

FALL KICK-OFF EVENT 

Jenna Blum, Woodrow on 
the Bench: Life Lessons from 
a Wise Old Dog
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2  
6:30 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
From bestselling-author Jenna Blum 
comes a beautiful memoir that pays trib-
ute to her black Lab, Woodrow. Known to 
many as “the George Clooney of dogs” for his 

good looks and charm, Woodrow and Blum 
are fixtures in their Boston neighborhood. 
But Woodrow is aging. As he begins to fail, 
the true nature of his extraordinary relation-
ship with Blum is revealed. Over the last 
seven months of his life, Woodrow and 
Blum’s neighbors taught her new lessons 
about life and love, including the power 
of community to carry a person through 
troubled times.
Jenna Blum is the New York Times 
internationally bestselling author of 

Those Who Save Us, The Stormchasers, and 
The Lost Family. She’s one of Oprah’s Top 30 Women Writers and 
a professional speaker. Prior to her debut as a novelist, Blum spent 
four years documenting the stories of Holocaust survivors  
as an interviewer for Steven Speilberg’s Shoah Foundation.

COST:  Free JCC members,  
$10 general public
Co-sponsored by A.W. Brown

MASK POLICY:  At the present time, regardless of vaccination  
status, all program participants are required to wear masks while  
at the J. This policy is subject to change.

Travel  PARTICIPANTS MUST PROVIDE PROOF OF VACCINATION FOR ALL TRIPS.

Join the J in ITALY! 
Mediterranean Cooking 
Experience on the Amalfi 
Coast for Women Only
SUNDAY, APRIL 24 – SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2022
Imagine yourself sitting under a wisteria-covered pergola, sipping a glass of 
cold Prosecco, and looking out on the shimmering blue waters of the Mediter-
ranean. Make this dream a reality by joining us for the trip of a lifetime. Stay in a 
charming boutique hotel set in a stunningly beautiful area of Italy, complete with 
cooking classes in their dedicated teaching kitchen and memorable excursions.
TRIP INCLUDES:
• Roundtrip coach non-stop airfare JFK/Rome
• Group arrival and departure transfer between Rome and Sant’Agata
• Six nights accommodations in double/twin occupancy at Oasi Olimpia 

Relais, a 5 superior boutique hotel, in Sant’Agata sui Due Golfi  
near Sorrento

• All breakfasts, four lunches, five dinners (including one dinner at 2-star 
Michelin Don Alfonso 1890) with unlimited local wine, water, and coffee

• Three hands-on cooking classes and one pizza class
• Excursions to Pompeii, Capri, and towns of the Amalfi coast
• Artisan food visits and tastings for cheese, olive oil, and wine
• Transportation and guides throughout the week
• All taxes, service charges, and gratuities
• Full-time dedicated expert tour escort and JCC Adult Director
Optional trip insurance available
COST: $5,200 Springfield JCC members, $5,300 general public 
Single Supplement: $475
A 30% deposit is required to hold your spot. Deposit is refundable minus 
$200 if traveler cancels before December 21, 2021 and is refundable minus 
$400 if traveler cancels between December 21, 2021 and January 21, 2022.
Roundtrip transportation to JFK will be arranged for a nominal fee, if there is 
sufficient interest.
Trip will run with a minimum of 12 and a maximum of 20.
Land and travel arrangements provided by The International Kitchen, Inc.

New Mexico THURSDAY, MARCH 31 – WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2022
Enjoy seven days in New Mexico and view the world in a different light. Santa Fe is the 
heart and soul of the Spanish Southwest and considered one of the world’s great art cities 
due to its many art galleries and installations. Visit Albuquerque, New Mexico’s largest 
city and explore its diverse cultures and dynamic traditions which have helped shape its 
history. Both cities are a veritable melting pot of gastronomic delight which will surely 
tempt your palate. This trip has something for everyone! 
TRIP INCLUDES:
• Roundtrip coach airfare from Bradley Airport
• Four nights in Santa Fe at the Inn of the Governors Hotel
• Two nights in Albuquerque at the Albuquerque Hotel
• All breakfasts and five dinners
• Transportation and guides throughout the week
• Excursion to Taos, the first living UNESCO World Heritage site
• Visit to Las Vegas, New Mexico to learn about the rich Jewish history and its  

movie industry
• Other highlights include Chimayo, Acoma, and the Sandia Peak Aerial Tramway
• All entrance fees to attractions
• All taxes, service charges, and gratuities
• Full-time dedicated expert tour escort and JCC Adult Director
Optional trip insurance available
COST:  $2,650 Springfield JCC members, $2,750 general public 
Single Supplement: $599
Travel arrangements provided by Great Time Tours

Washington, D.C. Trip Update
We have unfortunately been forced to postpone our Washington D.C. Racial Justice and 
Civil Rights trip that was originally scheduled for December, 2021 to sometime in 2022. 
Many of the museums that we had hoped to visit are still limiting their group sizes and 
require scheduled time slots which make group visits very difficult to plan. Please watch 
for further details and email Bev Nadler at BNadler@SpringfieldJCC.org if you would 
like to receive further information once dates have been finalized. 

Still Traveling:  
Breathtaking 
Barcelona MONDAYS, OCTOBER 4 – 25  
(4 WEEKS)   
2:00 – 3:15 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM  
“Zoom” to Barcelona and learn about the city, the history of modernist architect 
Antoni Gaudi, and the Jewish Quarter.

Art & Artists:  
Masters of the Prado
TUESDAYS, OCTOBER 5 – 26 (4 WEEKS),  2:00 – 3:15 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM  
“Zoom” to Spain for a guided visit of important paintings from the 16th and 19th 
centuries and see the main works of five masters that hang in the Prado Museum.

Exploring Broadway:  
“I Want” Songs
THURSDAYS, OCTOBER 7 – 28 (4 WEEKS),  4:00 – 5:30 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM  
Bob Fosse himself said that most songs fall into two categories: “I Want” songs 
and “I Am” songs. Join James Sokol for an exploration of “I Want” songs 
through audio and video performance clips.

Exploring Opera: Set in Spain
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27,  4:00 – 5:30 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM  
Learn how Spain’s rich history, constant struggle for power, and lively dance 
rhythms provided an important backdrop for many operas, accompanied  
by video performance clips.
The above programs presented in partnership with the Osher Marin JCC 

Online Programs 

For MORE INFORMATION and TO REGISTER  
for any of these, please visit SpringfieldJCC.org.

In Person



New York City 
Round Trip Transportation
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24,  8:45 A.M. – 9:30 P.M.
#001 You’ve been asking and we’ve responded! Many of you have been eagerly 
awaiting the opportunity to get back to New York City. Here’s your chance to 
spend the day shopping, visiting a museum, walking 
the Highline or exploring the city for the day. Our 
hope is to get enough of a response to run the trip, 
but if the response is less than expected, we will 
make a decision no later than Friday, October 15. If 
the trip is cancelled, full refunds will be provided.
COST:  $55 JCC members, $65 general public
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  OCTOBER 14

A Grand Night for Singing:  
A Celebration of Rodgers & 
Hammerstein at Goodspeed 
Opera House
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11,  12:30 – 6:00 P.M.
#002 Many of musical theatre’s uplifting and romantic songs have one thing 
in common: the writing team of Rodgers and Hammerstein. A Grand Night for 
Singing features thirty hit songs from Oklahoma!, South Pacific, The Sound of 
Music, and much more. This is the perfect show for your return to Goodspeed. 
Trip includes transportation, a center orchestra seat, and driver gratuity. Feel free to 
bring your lunch on the bus or eat before you arrive. 
Goodspeed has instituted stringent cleaning and safety protocols, including the  
vaccination of all of its employees. In addition, your bus driver and fellow partici-
pants will all be vaccinated. 
COST: $110 JCC members, $120 general public 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 21

TINA: The Tina Turner Musical 
on Broadway
SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2022,  8:45 A.M. – 9:30 P.M.

#003 Tina Turner didn’t just break the 
rules – she rewrote them. From humble 
beginnings in Nutbush, Tennessee to her 
transformation into the global Queen of 
Rock and Roll, this new hit stage musi-
cal, presented in association with Tina 
Turner herself, reveals the untold story of 
a woman who dared to defy the bounds of 
her age, gender, and race. Tony nominee 
Adrienne Warren will star as Tina, the role 
she originated in London and for which 
she won the 2019 Olivier Award for Best 
Actress in a Musical. The show also won 
the award for Best New Musical. Bus will 
depart from the J at 8:45 a.m. for a 3:00 
p.m. matinee and will depart from NYC 

at 6:45 p.m. Includes transportation, driver gratuity, and a center rear orchestra seat 
(Theater will not provide specific location of seats prior to purchase).
Health and safety guidelines have been instituted in the theater with intensive 
cleaning and updated air filtration systems. Although things may change by May, 
at present, theater goers are required to use hand sanitizer upon entrance and must 
wear masks in the theater. Please note that your bus driver and fellow participants 
will all be vaccinated.
COST: $210 JCC members, $225 general public
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: MARCH 1

New York City
Round Trip Transportation
#004 SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2022,   8:45 A.M. – 9:30 P.M.
COST:  $55 JCC members, $65 general public

Life Lessons Day Trips

Telling Your Story  
through Writing
#005 SESSION I:   MONDAYS, SEPTEMBER 27 – NOVEMBER 15  
  (8 WEEKS),  10:00 – 11:30 A.M.
#006 SESSION II:  MONDAYS, NOVEMBER 29 – DECEMBER 20  
  (4 WEEKS),  10:00 – 11:30 A.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Do you have stories just waiting to be written, but you’re not sure how to start? Join our 
supportive, low-pressure writing class which will help you get in touch with the writer 
inside of you. The idea is to explore with a writer’s eye, gain confidence, and experiment 
with fiction and non-fiction. Sessions will include ideas to get your creative juices flow-
ing, techniques to write clearly and effectively, and guidance from a professional. 
INSTRUCTOR: Bob Chipkin currently teaches writing at Western New England 
University and has a long professional career as a writer, editor, and columnist at the 
Springfield Newspapers and Masslive. His columns are also featured on WFCR, the 
local NPR station.
COST:   Session I :  $85 JCC members, $100 general public 

Session II:  $42.50 JCC members, $50 general public

Here +54: From the Smithsonian 
to Soweto, Arts of the African 
Americas and Africa
TUESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 28 – NOVEMBER 16 (8 WEEKS) 
6:30 – 8:00 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS (D’AMOUR MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS) 
21 Edwards Street, Springfield (FREE PARKING)
This 8-part lecture series 
is an introduction to the 
visual art production of 
African American artists 
and makers, as well as an 
introduction to the visual 
art of the African Diaspora. 
Here +54 is an ode to 
African American art, and 
the visual art and material 
culture of the 54 countries 
on the African continent.
The online genealogy company, Ancestry.com, helps people build their family trees. 
Whenever a small discovery is made, it’s called a ‘leaf.’ From the representation of Black 
female figures in the works of 19th century French modernist painter Édouard Manet, to 
the exceptional lens-based brilliance of contemporary American artist Carrie Mae Weems, 
Here +54 can be a ‘leaf,’ on the way to building a remarkable tree of understanding and 
embrace of African American and African Diasporan visual expression, which across the 
globe, has been an instrumental agent of triumph and change. 
*Four out of the eight sessions of this class will be “Masterclasses.” Each “Masterclass” 
features a discussion with a noted scholar, art historian or curator, with emphasis on a par-
ticular exhibition or genre of African American or African Diasporian cultural expression 
that reflects their scholarly focus and expertise. Masterclass lecturers include: Dartmouth 
professor Dr. Kimberly Juanita Brown; Dr. Christa Clarke, the Newark Museum’s former 
Curator of the Arts of Africa and Senior Curator of the Arts of Africa and the Americas; 
Dr. Allen F. Roberts, Emeritus Distinguished Professor of World Arts and Cultures at 
UCLA; and Dr. James Smethurst, Professor in the UMass Amherst W.E.B. Du Bois 
Department of Afro-American Studies.
INSTRUCTOR: Kymberly Newberry holds an M.A. in African American Studies from 
UMass Amherst, where she is currently a Ph.D. candidate in the W.E.B. Du Bois Depart-
ment of Afro-American Studies. She is the founder of “Siggi Dimanche,” an annual event 
that celebrates the 31 French-speaking African countries and the French-speaking African 
Diaspora; is the host of the podcast Chopping Okra; and has published several articles on 
art and culture in The Massachusetts Review.
COST: #007  Option I – Eight classes: $120 JCC and Springfield Museum members, 

$140 general public
 #008  Option II – Choice of any four classes: $65 JCC and Springfield 

Museum members, $75 general public
Co-sponsored by the Museum School at the Springfield Museums

Race, the Courts,  
and Critical Race Theory
THURSDAYS, SEPTEMBER 30 – NOVEMBER 4 (NO CLASS OCT. 7)  
(5 WEEKS),  1:30 – 3:00 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
#009 This class will examine significant Supreme Court decisions in which issues of 
race are central, including those relating to public schools, higher education, and voting 
rights. In addition, we will discuss and analyze critical race theory, focusing on its rel-
evance to contemporary problems.
INSTRUCTOR: Tim Oppenheimer, a JCC member, is a retired law professor, attorney 
and union representative. As an attorney he represented plaintiffs in civil rights cases, 
primarily employment discrimination, prevailing in significant sex discrimination cases. 
Since retiring he has obtained an MSW and is currently doing Guardian Ad Litem work 
for the Juvenile Court. 
COST: $100 JCC members, $120 general public

Modern Perspectives on  
the American Civil War
MONDAYS, OCTOBER 4 – NOVEMBER 1 (5 WEEKS) 
6:30 – 8:30 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC

#011 This class will explore the American Civil War through a modern lens. 
We’ll draw parallels between the political system of the 1860s and the mod-
ern political landscape. We’ll also examine how Lincoln was able to secure 
the presidency through the breakup of traditional political parties and how this 
phenomenon has been echoed in today’s elections. We will attempt to answer 
the following questions: Is it appropriate that every southern city continues to 
display monuments of Civil War generals? Should Confederate veterans be 
honored today in the same way as they’ve been honored traditionally? We’ll 
also focus on the impact of slavery, the birth of the Industrial Revolution, and 
the strategy and tactics of both the north and south armies. Lastly, we will 
study three specific battles that sealed the fate of the Confederacy: Antietam, 
Vicksburg, and Gettysburg.
INSTRUCTOR: Stuart Greene, the JCC’s retired Director of Health & P.E., 
is a Civil War aficionado who has run, crawled across, and explored every 
Civil War battlefield east of the Mississippi. He is a retired Captain of Artillery 
and received three Bronze Stars for heroism in combat and a Purple Heart for 
wounds received, among others. Most notably, his unit received a Presidential 
Unit Citation which is the highest award given in combat.
COST: $100 JCC members, $120 general public 

To the Glory of the  
Divine…To the Folly of 
Mankind
WEDNESDAYS, OCTOBER 13 – NOVEMBER 17 (6 WEEKS)  
10:00 – 11:30 A.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS (D’AMOUR MUSEUM 
OF FINE ARTS) 21 Edwards Street, Springfield  
(FREE PARKING)
From the age of the Pharaohs to the 20th Century, explore the art, history 
and architectural marvels of humankind across the Millennia. Dr. Sibelman’s 
lectures will introduce Egyptian art, explore the Bayeux Tapestry, dive deep 
into Virginia’s astonishing architectural and artist heritage, highlight Charles 
II’s artistic creativity, reveal the history of Fabergé’s Imperial Easter Eggs, and 
remember Holocaust survivor Mayer July and his paintings that capture the 
richness of Jewish culture.
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Simon Sibelman is a Professor Emeritus of French at the 
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh and the Professor Emeritus of French and 
Judaic, Holocaust and Peace Studies at Appalachian State University.
COST: #012  Option I – Six classes: $95 JCC and Springfield Museum 

members, $115 general public
  #013  Option II – Choice of any three classes: $55 JCC and 

Springfield Museum members, $65 general public
Co-sponsored by the Museum School at the Springfield Museums

Mixed Media Mosaics
THURSDAYS, OCTOBER 21 – NOVEMBER 11 (4 WEEKS) 
7:00 – 9:00 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
#014 Create your 
very own mixed media 
mosaic by exploring a 
wide variety of materials 
including glass, metal, 
stone, wood, plastic, 
and paints, and use 
resin as an extremely 
strong medium to 
bond objects and layer 
them in any number of 
ways. Express yourself 
through your choice of 
materials and create a 
beautiful work of art to 
display in your home. 
No artistic ability required. Limited to 6 students so that everyone will receive 
individualized attention.
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. James Rosenthal is an ophthalmologist and sculptor. His 
work can be viewed online at www.eyesandarts.com.
COST: $60 JCC members, $70 general public
An additional $40 materials fee must be paid to the instructor at the first class, 
however, students will be encouraged to explore their own ideas and provide 
materials for their projects including buttons, colored glass, fabric samples, 
wire mesh, polished stones and a frame. The instructor will communicate 
with students prior to the first class to offer suggestions regarding materials 
and frames.

If you would like to add your name to any  
TRIP WAITING LIST please call (413) 739-4715. 
There’s often last minute availability.

How the Pandemic Has Impacted 
the Real Estate Market
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, 7:00 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
#010 Are you thinking that it may be time for you to downsize or purchase a larger 
home? Whether you are thinking of selling or purchasing a home, hear everything that 
you need to consider before making a decision from an experienced professional. Learn 
how the pandemic and interest rates have impacted the real estate market and what you 
can expect.
SPEAKER: Lesly Reiter, a JCC member and former Board member, has been actively 
selling real estate since 2001 and is currently with Keller Williams Realty. Her mission 
is to help people achieve their goals of selling their house and buying a home in the most 
seamless way possible.
COST: Free

In Person Classes 

PARTICIPANTS MUST PROVIDE PROOF OF 
VACCINATION FOR ALL TRIPS.

Elaine Geha and Jay 
Baru, members of 
our newly formed 
JCC Garden Club, 
helped to beautify 
our grounds. 

Anyone interested in 
joining to help with 
2022 planting at the 
J should contact  
Bev Nadler.

Garden 
Club

In Person In Person

In Person
In Person

In Person

In Person OR

In Person OR



Valerie Gilpeer, I Have Been Buried Under 
Years of Dust: A Memoir of Autism and Hope
THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 7:00 PM
ONLINE PROGRAM  
“I have been buried under years of dust and now I 
have so much to say.” These were the first words 
25-year-old Emily Grodin ever wrote. Born with 
nonverbal autism, Emily’s only means of commu-
nicating had been one-word responses or physical 
gestures. That Emily was intelligent had never 
been in question—from an early age she’d shown 
clear signs that she understood what was going 
on though she could not express herself. This 
miraculous breakthrough allowed Emily to finally 
provide insight into the life, frustrations, and joys 
of a person with autism.

Valerie Gilpeer, Emily Grodin’s mother, 
worked together with Emily to bring this 

remarkable memoir to life. She has also 
served as an attorney for 40 years, 
focusing on disability rights for the 
past two decades.
Co-sponsored by Kehillah, the 
JCC’s Special Needs Department

Alan Zweibel, Laugh Lines: My Life 
Helping Funny People Be Funnier
THURSDAY, MAY 12, 7:00 PM
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Alan Zweibel started his comedy career by selling 
jokes for $7 apiece. Then he caught the attention of 
Lorne Michaels and became one of the first writers 
at Saturday Night Live, where he penned classic 
material for Gilda Radner, John Belushi, and all of 
the original Not Ready For Prime Time Players. 
Zweibel weaves together his own stories and 
interviews with his friends and contemporaries, 
including Richard Lewis, Eric Idle, Bob Saget, 
Mike Birbiglia, Sarah Silverman, Judd Apatow, 
Dave Barry, Carl Reiner, and more. The book 
also features a charming foreword from his friend 
Billy Crystal.

Alan Zweibel has won multiple Emmy and Writers 
Guild awards for his work in television, includ-

ing Saturday Night Live, It’s Garry Shandling’s 
Show, The Late Show with David Letterman, 
and Curb Your Enthusiasm. In 2010, Zweibel 
was given an honorary Ph.D. from the State 

University of New York, and in 2013, the 
Writers Guild of America presented him with a 

lifetime achievement award.

Brad Aronson, HumanKind: Changing 
the World One Small Act at a Time
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 7:00 PM
ONLINE PROGRAM  
Brad Aronson’s life changed in an instant when his 
wife, Mia, was diagnosed with leukemia. Amid the 
stress and despair of waiting for the treatment to 
work, Brad and Mia were met by an outpouring of 
kindness from friends, family and even complete 
strangers. Inspired by the many demonstrations 
of “humankindness” that supported their family 
through Mia’s recovery, Brad began writing about 
the people who rescued his family from that dark 
time, often with the smallest of gestures. But he 
didn’t stop there. Knowing that simple acts of kind-
ness transform lives across the globe every day, he 

sought out these stories and is now sharing them with 
the world.

Brad Aronson is a husband and a dad. He 
teaches urban youth, and everyone in his classes 
start their own business, which has led to many 
adventures in entrepreneurship.

Literatour is the JCC’s festival of Jewish 
books, featuring year-round author talks 
and literature events, hosted at the J and 
virtually. Advance reservations are required by registering 
online at SpringfieldJCC.org, by calling (413) 739-4715, 
or by signing up in person at the J. Please note that some 
authors will appear in person and others via Zoom.

We are excited to announce that The Odyssey Bookshop, 
located at 9 College Street in South Hadley at The Village 
Commons, is the Official Book Seller for Literatour. Books will 

be available for purchase 
and autograph at all in-
person events. All Literatour 
authors’ books can be 
purchased at the JCC.

The following is a listing of upcoming author talks:

2021-
2022

Ira Rosen, Ticking Clock: Behind 
the Scenes at 60 Minutes
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 7:00 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM  
Former 60 Minutes producer Ira Rosen offers 
an incisive look at the show that invented 
TV investigative journalism. With surprising 
humor, charm, and an eye for colorful detail, 
Rosen delivers an authoritative account of the 
unforgettable personalities, including the infa-
mous Mike Wallace, who battled for prestige, 
credit, and the desire to scoop everyone else 
in the game. A masterclass in how TV news is 
made, Rosen shows readers how 60 Minutes 

puts together a story when 
sources are explosive, 

unreliable, and even dangerous.
Ira Rosen is a two-time Peabody Award-
winning writer and producer. He spent nearly 
25 years producing some of the most memo-

rable, important, and groundbreaking stories 
for 60 Minutes.

Mark Oppenheimer, Squirrel Hill: 
The Tree of Life Synagogue Shooting 
and the Soul of a Neighborhood
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 7:00 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
On October 27, 2018, a gunman killed 
eleven Jews who were worshipping at the 
Tree of Life synagogue in Squirrel Hill – the 
most deadly anti-Semitic attack in American 
history. Many neighborhoods would be 
understandably subsumed by despair after 
such an event, but not this one. By speak-
ing with residents and nonresidents, Jews 
and gentiles, survivors and witnesses, teen-
agers and seniors, activists and historians, 
Mark Oppenheimer provides a kaleido-
scopic and nuanced account of collective 
grief, love, support, and revival.

Mark Oppenheimer is a Springfield native and the 
author of five books, including The Newish Jew-

ish Encyclopedia. He is a former religion col-
umnist for The New York Times, and a cohost 
of Tablet’s podcast Unorthodox. Oppenheimer 
directs the Yale Journalism Initiative and has 

taught in Yale’s English Department, Political 
Science Department, and Divinity School.

Jean Hanff Korelitz, The Plot
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 7:00 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM  
Jake, once a promising young novelist, is now teaching a 
third-rate MFA program. When his most arrogant student 
announces that they don’t need his help, Jake is prepared to 
dismiss the boast as amateur narcissism. Jake braces himself 
for the supernova publication of his student’s debut novel, 
but it never comes. When he discovers that his student has 
died, Jake does what any self-respecting writer would do with a story like that―a story 
that absolutely needs to be told. In a few short years, Jake is the author enjoying the wave 

of success. But at the height of his glorious new life, an email arrives, 
the first salvo in a terrifying, anonymous campaign: You are a 

thief, it says.
Jean Hanff Korelitz is the author of the novels You Should 
Have Known (which aired on HBO in October 2020 as The 
Undoing), Admission, The Devil and Webster, The White Rose, 

The Sabbathday River and a Jury of Her Peers, as well as  
Interference Powder.

Naomi Ragen, An Observant Wife
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2:00 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM  
Yaakov and Leah are plunged into their new lives together 
as Yaakov leaves his beloved yeshiva to work in the city, 
and Leah confronts the restrictions imposed by religious 
laws that govern even their most intimate moments. Adding 
to their difficulties is the hostility of some who continue 
to view Leah as a dangerous interloper, questioning her 
sincerity and adherence to religious laws and spreading outrageous rumors. In the midst of 
their attempts to reach a balance between their human needs and their spiritual obligations, 

the discovery of a forbidden relationship between troubled teenage 
daughter Shaindele and a local boy precipitates a maelstrom of 

life-changing consequences for all. 
Naomi Ragen is an award-winning novelist, journalist, and 
playwright. Her first book, Jephte’s Daughter, was listed 
among the 100 most important Jewish books of all time. Her 

bestselling novels include Sotah, The Covenant, The Sisters 
Weiss, and Devil in Jerusalem.

Andrew Feiler, A Better 
Life for Their Children: Julius 
Rosenwald, Booker T. 
Washington, and the 4,978 
Schools That Changed America
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 7:00 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM  
Born to Jewish immigrants, Julius Rosenwald rose to lead Sears, Roebuck & Company 
and turned it into the world’s largest retailer. Born into slavery, Booker T. Washington 
became the founding principal of Tuskegee Institute. In 1912 the two men launched 
a program to partner with Southern Black communities to build public schools for 
African American children. This collaboration between Jews and African Americans 
drove dramatic improvement in African American educational attainment and fostered 
the generation who became the leaders and foot soldiers of the Civil Rights movement. 
Feiler photographed 105 schools and interviewed dozens of former students, teachers, 

preservationists, and community leaders. This book includes a foreward 
by Congressman John Lewis.

Andrew Feiler grew up Jewish in Savannah and has been 
shaped by the rich complexities of the American South. He has 
created numerous community initiatives, serves on multiple 
not-for-profit boards, and is an active advisor to political lead-
ers. His art is an extension of his civic values.

Co-sponsored by the Springfield Museums, home of  
The Amazing World of Dr. Seuss

Jan Eliasberg, Hannah’s War
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 7:00 PM
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC  
In 1938 physicist Dr. Hannah Weiss was on the verge of the 
greatest discovery of the 20th Century: splitting the atom. As 
a Jewish woman living under the rule of the Third Reich, her 
research is belittled, overlooked, and eventually stolen by her 
German colleagues. In 1945 Major Jack Delaney, wounded 
from the liberation of Paris, returned to the New Mexican 
desert with a mission: to catch a spy. Someone in the top-secret nuclear lab at Los 
Alamos has been leaking encoded equations to Hitler’s scientists. Chief among Jack’s sus-

pects is Hannah Weiss. All signs point to Hannah as the traitor, but over 
three days of interrogation, Jack will realize they have more in com-

mon than either one bargained for.
Jan Eliasberg is an award-winning writer and director. Her 
prolific directing career includes dramatic pilots for CBS, 
NBC, and ABC, such as Miami Vice and Wiseguy, as well 
as countless episodes of TV series including Bull, Nashville, 

Parenthood, The Magicians, Blue Bloods, NCIS: Los Angeles, 
and Supernatural.

Art Exhibits at the J-Gallery
Roger Duffy, Illustrator
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 – FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8

Chaia Heller, Painter
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17 – MONDAY, JANUARY 31

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17 – FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3     
OPENING RECEPTION: OCTOBER 17, 12:00 – 3:00 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Are you an artist? Share your creativity with the community through the Sadie & Eli 
Gurvitch Memorial Art Exhibit, held each fall and open to adults ages 50+ living in the 
Pioneer Valley. You may submit one piece of original art in any of the following five  
categories: Oil & Acrylic Painting, Watercolor 
Painting, Drawing, Sculpture or Photography. 
Cash prizes and ribbons will be awarded. Contact 
arts@SpringfieldJCC.org or (413) 739-4715 x 308 
for more information, or to request an application 
to exhibit your work.
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 23

JCC Book Club
MEETS THE FIRST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH 
NEXT MEETING: MONDAY, OCTOBER 4,  11:00 A.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM   
#015 Are you an avid reader? Do you love to curl up with a good book? 
Would you like to find others who want to share their insights about their 
favorite reads? Join our daytime book club which is open to all adults of all 
ages. Join us for our next book club meeting on October 4 when we will 
discuss Asymmetry by Lisa Halliday. New members are always welcome. We 
are currently meeting virtually via Zoom.
COST: Free

Sadie & Eli Gurvitch Memorial Art Exhibit

For Literatour 
information COST:   

 In person programs:  
Free JCC members, $10 general public
Virtual programs:  
These programs are free, but we kindly 
encourage donations to support Literatour.

FALL KICK-OFF EVENT 
Jenna Blum, Woodrow on the Bench: 
Life Lessons from a Wise Old Dog
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 6:30 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
See opening panel of this brochure for details.

In Person

In Person

In Person

In Person

Jewish
Book
Council

In Person



Registration Form
Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________________________________________MState ________MZip ________________

Email______________________________________________________________________MTelephone (_________) _________ -  _______________

  Check enclosed for $ ___________ payable to the Springfield Jewish Community Center.

Charge my  MasterCard    VISA    American Express    Discover Ma total of $ ________________

Name on Card ___________________________________________________________________________________

Signature X  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Card # ____________________________________________MExpiration Date (MM / YYYY) ______ /  __________
Please return this form to: Springfield Jewish Community Center, 1160 Dickinson Street, Springfield, MA 01108 
If you are paying by credit card, you can fax this form to (413) 739-4747 or call (413) 739-4715.

Evening Program Calendar
SEPT. 23  Ira Rosen, Ticking Clock: Behind 

the Scenes at 60 Minutes
SEPT. 28  Here +54: From the Smithsonian to Soweto, 

Arts of the African Americas and Africa Begins
OCT. 4  Modern Perspectives on the 

American Civil War Begins
OCT. 7  How the Pandemic has Impacted 

the Real Estate Market
OCT. 14   Fall Harvest Cocktail Flight and Bite
OCT. 21  Mixed Media Mosaics Begins
OCT. 28  Good Stock Farm Dinner Cooking Class
NOV. 2  Fall Kickoff: Jenna Blum, Woodrow on the 

Bench: Life Lessons from a Wise Old Dog
NOV. 10  Mark Oppenheimer, Squirrel Hill: 

The Tree of Life Synagogue Shooting 
and the Soul of a Neighborhood

DEC. 7  Jean Hanff Korelitz, The Plot
FEB. 3  Andrew Feiler, A Better Life for Their Children: 

Julius Rosenwald, Booker T. Washington, and 
the 4,978 Schools that Changed America

MAR. 8  Jan Eliasberg, Hannah’s War
APR. 7  Valerie Gilpeer, I Have Been Buried Under 

Years of Dust: A Memoir of Autism and Hope
MAY 12  Alan Zweibel, Laugh Lines: My Life 

Helping Funny People Be Funnier
JUN. 1  Brad Aronson, HumanKind: Changing 

the World One Small Act at a Time

Day Program Calendar
SEPT. 27  Telling Your Story through 

Writing Session I Begins
SEPT. 30  Race, the Courts, and Critical 

Race Theory Begins
OCT. 4  JCC Book Club Meeting
OCT. 4  Still Traveling: Breathtaking Barcelona Begins
OCT. 4  Adult Beginner Swim Lessons Begin
OCT. 5  Art and Artists: Masters of the Prado Begins
OCT.6   Pickleball 101 Begins
OCT. 6  Adult Intermediate Swim Lessons Begin
OCT. 7  Exploring Broadway: “I Want” Songs Begins
OCT. 13  To the Glory of the Divine…To the 

Folly of Mankind Begins
OCT. 20  Back in Balance Class Begins
OCT. 24  New York City (Round Trip Transportation)
OCT. 27  Exploring Opera: Set in Spain 
NOV. 1  JCC Book Club Meeting
NOV. 11  A Celebration of Rodgers & Hammerstein 

at Goodspeed Opera House
NOV. 29  Telling Your Story through 

Writing Session II Begins
DEC. 6  JCC Book Club Meeting
JAN. 3  JCC Book Club Meeting
JAN. 12  Naomi Ragen, An Observant Wife
MAR. 31 – APR. 6  Trip to New Mexico
APR. 24 – MAY 1   Mediterranean Cooking 

Experience on the Amalfi Coast
MAY 15  TINA: The Tina Turner Musical on Broadway
MAY 15  New York City (Round Trip Transportation)

Nothing cancels a 
good class quicker 
than everyone waiting 
until the last minute to 
register! Please register 
at least one week prior 
to the class start date.

All trademarks, copyrights, brand names and logos shown in this publication are the property are of their respective owners.

If you need 
transportation to 
a program, please 
contact the JCC at 
 (413) 739-4715. 
 Every effort will be 
made to assist you. 

How to Enroll
 To register for a class or event, complete the registration form 
above and return it to the Springfield Jewish Community Center 
by mail, fax or in person. You can also call and register by phone, 
(413) 739-4715 or email BNadler@SpringfieldJCC.org.

About Life Lessons
 Life Lessons: The William & Margery Sadowsky Center for Adult 
Learning is the result of support from the Jewish Endowment 
Foundation (a committee of the Jewish Federation of Western 
Massachusetts) and a very generous donation to the JCC INFund 
from the Sadowsky family.

 The Adult Life Department offers cultural, social, educational 
and recreational programming aimed towards adults of all ages. 
Whether you’re looking to develop a new skill, challenge your 
mind or body, explore new areas, meet new people, or just have 
fun, you’ll want to be part of our programming. All programs are 
open to Springfield JCC members and the general public.
 Suggestions for new offerings are always welcome. Please con-
tact Bev Nadler, Director of Life Lessons: The William & Margery 
Sadowsky Center for Adult Learning at (413) 739-4715 or email at 
BNadler@SpringfieldJCC.org.

Life Lessons Cooking and Entertaining

PARTICIPANTS MUST PROVIDE PROOF OF VACCINATION TO 
PARTICIPATE IN GOOD STOCK AND GREATHORSE PROGRAMS.

Good Stock Farm Dinner  
Cooking Class
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28,  6:00 – 10:00 P.M.
LOCATION: GOOD STOCK FARM COOKING SCHOOL  
154 Main Street, Hatfield 
#020 Join us for a demonstration cooking class and learn how to make an 
impressive dinner with celebrated chef, Sandy D’Amato. Cooking demon-
stration begins at 6:00 p.m. and participants will get to enjoy the fruits of his 
labor served in a lovely dining room overlooking the garden and a beautiful 
view of the Connecticut River. Transportation will be provided for those 
interested. Menu: Piedmontese fall vegetable minestrone soup; roasted beet, 
fennel, and arugula salad with coriander vinaigrette; seared salmon with 
leek broth and black olive dressing; and poppy seed cheese tart with toasted 
walnut crust and tart cherry crème. Dinner will be accompanied by wine 
pairings. Limited to 10. 
INSTRUCTOR:  Sandy D’Amato is a graduate of the Culinary Institute of 
America, is a James Beard Award-winning chef, and the former owner of two 
critically-acclaimed restaurants in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He is the author of 
Good Stock: Life on a Low Simmer. 
COST: $125 JCC members, $130 general public
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 18

Fall Harvest Cocktail  
Flight and Bite
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 7:00 P.M.
LOCATION: GREATHORSE CLUBHOUSE  
128 Wilbraham Road, Hampden
#021 Let’s have a fun night out and celebrate the bounty of the season 
with Jessie-Sierra Ross, as she shares her best fall-inspired cocktails paired 
with a delectable cheese board. Jessie-Sierra will guide you with instructions 
to create three unique cocktails that will be sure to impress your guests this 
holiday season. Learn the best tips and tricks to creating your own cocktails at 
home, as well as a demonstration on how to create 
a beautiful and appetizing cheese and fruit board. 
This is a great way to get back into home entertain-
ing while enjoying an evening out with friends! If 
you’ve never been to GREATHORSE, here’s your 
chance! Limited to 14.
PRESENTER: Jessie-Sierra Ross is a New 
England TV food personality and the creator of the 
food and cocktail blog Straight to the Hips, Baby,  
a lexicon of step-by-step food and cocktail recipes
COST:  $50 JCC members, $60 general public
 

Walking Club  
for J Members Only
TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS     
9:00 A.M.  (WEATHER PERMITTING)  
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Join Adult Director Bev Nadler for an invigorating walk departing from the 
green awning at the J. We will begin with some stretching with a Health and 
Wellness staff member and our walk will take us through the neighborhoods 
around the Springfield JCC. Whether you’re a fast or slow walker, alone or 
with a friend, all are welcome. We will do a 30-minute walk and circle back 
to the J, and for those who would like to continue, we will proceed for another 
30 minutes. Enjoy the beautiful weather, reacquaint yourself with some J 
members, and get some exercise.
COST: Free

Adult Group Swim  
Lessons - Beginner and 
Intermediate
#016 BEGINNER: MONDAYS, OCTOBER 4 – DECEMBER 6  
(NO CLASS OCTOBER 11 & NOVEMBER 22) (8 WEEKS) 
5:30 – 6:15 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Learn to swim in a safe environment with a small group of adults. With a 
maximum of six participants, you will receive individual attention and have 
the space to practice. The objective is to teach adults to swim and be safe in 
and around the water. Learn basic water skills and stroke techniques as well as 
a wide range of personal safety skills.

#017 INTERMEDIATE: WEDNESDAYS, OCTOBER 6 – DECEMBER 1 
(NO CLASS NOVEMBER 24) (8 WEEKS),  5:30 – 6:15 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Same as above with more attention to stroke techniques.
COST: for Beginner and Intermediate  
$88 JCC members, $128 general public

Pickleball 101
WEDNESDAYS, OCTOBER 6 – 27 (4 WEEKS),  9:30 – 10:30 A.M.
LOCATION:  SPRINGFIELD JCC’S GYMNASIUM
#018 You may have heard of pickle-
ball…but what is it? Pickleball is a paddle 
sport that combines elements of tennis, 
badminton, and ping pong using a paddle 
and plastic ball with holes. It is a game 
appropriate for players of all ages and 
all skill levels. Rules for pickleball are 
simple, making it a great introductory 
sport. It can also be quite challenging, 
fast-paced, and competitive when you 
become more experienced. Once you’ve 
learned, you can join us every morning 
for open play at the J. Limited to 12.
INSTRUCTOR: Xuan Lee is an International Pickleball Teaching Profession Association 
(IPTPA) Level 1-certified Pickleball instructor. 
COST: $100 JCC members, $125 general public
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

Back in Balance 
WEDNESDAYS, OCTOBER 20 & 27 (2 WEEKS),  10:30 – 11:30 A.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC’S GOLDSTEIN AUDITORIUM
#019 Do you have a fear of falling or often feel off-balance, resulting in limitations to 
the activities you enjoy? Balance is the ability to maintain the body’s position over the 
base of support. During these sessions you will learn both static and dynamic balance 
exercises that can be incorporated into your everyday life. We will also focus on practic-
ing neutral spine position to improve posture. You will walk away with the tools you need 
to keep improving your balance on a daily basis.
INSTRUCTOR: Susan Whirty, General Manager, Health and Wellness at the J. Susan 
holds a B.S. in Fitness Management and holds a 200-hour Yoga Certification. She has 
enjoyed a 35-year career in personal training and all modalities of group exercise where 
she incorporates balance training in all of her classes. 

COST: Free JCC members,  
$20 general public
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

Do you have a hobby, talent or skill you would like to share 
by teaching a class or workshop at the JCC? Contact Bev 
Nadler at BNadler@SpringfieldJCC.org.

Be sure to sign up for Life Lessons e-newsletters - reminders 
of upcoming programs by emailing BNadler@SpringfieldJCC.
org to enroll or by going to SpringfieldJCC.org and click on 
“E-Newsletter” at the top of the page.

The SHINE Program is the Massachusetts State 
Health Insurance Counseling Program which provides 
free and unbiased health information and assistance to 
Medicare beneficiaries of all ages and their caregivers. 
Neil, an extensively trained community volunteer, is 
available October 21, 28; November 4, 11, 18; and 
December 2 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. during the 

Open Enrollment Period (October 15 to December 7) 
by appointment only. If you need help understanding 
your Medicare benefits and other health insurance 
options, call the JCC at (413) 739-4715 to schedule an 
appointment. In-person appointments will be accepted 
for those fully vaccinated or a phone appointment can 
be scheduled.

Neil Epstein Offers Shine Services during Open Enrollment Period

Health and Wellness 

For up-to-date info 
on Classes and 

COVID-19 Policies

In Person
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In Person

In Person


