
Be first out 
of the gate 
with programs 
at the J!

 LINDA AND TOM PICKREIGN ON SPRINGFIELD JCC TRIP TO LOUISVILLE

 FREE

Pioneer Valley Jewish Film 
Festival is Back in Person
Save the date!  April 30 – May 7, 2023
The Springfield JCC is delighted to 
announce the return of an in-person Pioneer 
Valley Jewish Film Festival! The 17th 
annual festival, which runs from April 30 
through May 7, 2023, will showcase the 
best in international Jewish film. Enjoy 
exciting films, guest speakers, and festive 
events throughout Hampden, Hampshire, 
and Franklin counties. Check PVJFF.org for 
the most up-to-date screening information. 
See you at the movies!

Meet our Film Festival Director
Sheri Alpert has loved films for many years, 
starting as a film student, and becoming an 
audience member, a film festival volunteer, and 
a film festival director. After spending the first 
part of her career with the federal government 
and in academia, Sheri seized the opportunity to 
volunteer on the programming committee for the 
Michiana Jewish Film Festival in South Bend, 
Indiana, which ultimately led to her “running the 

show” for the festival’s past three seasons. She is delighted to be bringing 
her experience to the Pioneer Valley Jewish Film Festival and is looking 
forward to working with and meeting as many members of the 
community as she can. Please check PVJFF.org for the complete 
lineup of films and venues.
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Passover Wine 
Tasting & Sale

FORMAL TASTING
TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

INFORMAL LOBBY TASTINGS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 and THURSDAY, MARCH 9 

4:30 – 6:30 P.M. 
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC

Sample a large selection of wines and choose from the 
area’s best selection of Kosher for Passover wines. 
Order forms will be available in late February at the 

JCC or at SpringfieldJCC.org. Representatives from Gordon’s Fine Wines 
& Liquors will be available on March 7 to assist with your selections. 
A 10% case discount will be offered for orders of 12 or more bottles. 
Order deadline is March 15 with pickup beginning March 24.
COST: Free

Day Trip

Watch for more information regarding other exciting travel destinations coming in 2024.

Please join us for a unique, experiential and custom journey to the exciting and 
alluring countries of Spain and Portugal, the two countries which make up the 
majority of the Iberian Peninsula. Our itinerary includes the capital cities of 
Lisbon and Madrid, as well as Barcelona, Porto and smaller towns within both 
countries. In each location we will take wonderful excursions and participate 
in authentic experiences, including food, wine, cooking, and visits to historic, 
architectural and geographic sites of interest.

YOUR 15-DAY, 13-NIGHT TRIP INCLUDES:
• Round-trip coach airfare Newark to Lisbon, Barcelona to Newark
• Accommodations in lovely, characteristic four-star, centrally 

located hotels
• Land transportation via deluxe motor coach plus AVE Bullet train from 

Madrid to Barcelona
• Flight from Porto to Madrid
• Arrival and departure airport transfers
• All breakfasts, nine lunches, and nine dinners including Fado and 

Flamenco shows 
• Entrance fees to all included attractions

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:
• A Lisbon city tour including the Belém Tower and other highlights
• A tour of Porto including the famous Livraria Lello
• A visit to the Douro Valley, a magical and enchanted World Heritage Site 

and winegrowing region, a cruise on the Douro River, and tastings at a wine 
cellar and at a wine estate 

• A full day from Madrid to Toledo, known as the “City of Three 
Cultures,” for the influences of Christians, Muslims and Jews 
throughout its history

• A Madrid city tour including the spectacular Royal Palace and the Prado Museum
• A Gothic walking tour of Barcelona, encompassing the oldest and medieval parts 

of the city and the Jewish Quarter
• A Gaudi highlights tour including the “Sagrada Familia”
• Day trips to Sintra, Cascais, Estoril, Coimbra, Segovia, Gerona, and Figueres, 

the birthplace of Salvador Dali
• Time to explore on your own 
• All taxes, service charges, and gratuities
• Trip accompanied by Beverly Nadler, JCC Travel and Special Projects Manager, 

an English-speaking escort, and local guides

COST: Springfield JCC members: $6,999 per person, double occupancy
General public: $7,199 per person, double occupancy 
Single supplement: $1,299
Price is based on the current exchange rate between Euro/USD 
Should this increase, there could be an additional fee
Deposit of $900 required upon registration, no later than April 30, 2023, 
with final payment due by June 1, 2023
Trip will run with a minimum of 20
Optional trip insurance is highly recommended and can be purchased through 
Great Time Tours.
Round-trip transportation to Newark Airport will be arranged for a nominal 
fee if there is sufficient interest.

For further information, contact Beverly Nadler, Travel and Special Projects 
Manager, at BNadler@SpringfieldJCC.org or at 413-739-4715, x355.
Travel arrangements provided by Great Time Tours

New York City On Your Own
Round-Trip 
Transportation

Travel  PARTICIPANTS MUST PROVIDE PROOF OF VACCINATION FOR ALL TRIPS. 

Weekend TripInternational Travel

Splendors of Spain and Portugal with the J
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29 – TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2023

Looking for a Fall Weekend 
Getaway? Consider a 
trip to Louisville, KY!
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13 – MONDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2023
Join the J’s CEO Sam Dubrinsky and her husband Jamil Clayton on a 
tour of some of your favorite bourbon distilleries and experience the 
best of Louisville. 
If you have questions or want to receive more information, contact 
Beverly Nadler at BNadler@SpringfieldJCC.org.
Watch for more information in our Sunday E-Newsletters and at 
SpringfieldJCC.org.

SUNDAY, APRIL 16, 2023
8:45 A.M. – 9:30 P.M.
#001 COST:  $55 JCC members 

$65 general public



Weekly Adult Discussion Group
THURSDAYS, FEBRUARY 9 – JUNE 8
1:00 – 2:30 P.M.
LOCATION: SINAI TEMPLE/SPRINGFIELD JCC*
Discuss current events, Jewish themes, or the great mysteries of life! Drop-ins are 
welcome…come when you can! No registration necessary.
FACILITATOR: Saul Finestone, long-time JCC member
COST: Free 
*Class will begin at Sinai Temple (1100 Dickinson Street, Springfield) and will 
relocate to the JCC once building repairs are complete. Contact Craig Kazin 
at CKazin@SpringfieldJCC.org with any questions.

Appreciating Art: 
Observation and Imagination
WEDNESDAYS, FEBRUARY 15 – MARCH 29 
(6 Weeks, No Class on FEBRUARY 22)
10:00 – 11:30 A.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS 

(D’AMOUR MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS) 
21 Edwards Street, Springfield (FREE PARKING)

When we look at a painting or study a statue or contemplate an architectural feature, 
what do we really see? Do we understand the creator’s intent? Might anything escape 
our comprehension, something that might enhance our appreciation or depreciation of 
the object under observation? This class will explore the following topics:
Week 1 – Ways to Approach Art
Week 2 – Dealing with Details
Week 3 – Eyre Hall has Nothing to Do with Jane Eyre
Week 4 – Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, Enjoyed Visiting
Week 5 – Théodore Géricault and The Raft of The Medusa
Week 6 - Can Art Deal with the Realities of the Holocaust?
For a detailed description of each session, please visit SpringfieldJCC.org.
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Simon Sibelman is a Professor Emeritus of French at the University 
of Wisconsin Oshkosh and the Professor Emeritus of French and Judaic, Holocaust and 
Peace Studies at Appalachian State University.
COST:  #008 Option I – Six classes: 

$95 JCC and Springfield Museum members 
$115 general public

  #009   Option II – Choice of any three classes: 
$55 JCC and Springfield Museum members
$65 general public

Co-sponsored by the Museum School at the Springfield Museums

1969, The End of the Beatles 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
1:00 – 2:30 P.M.
LOCATION: SINAI TEMPLE/SPRINGFIELD JCC*
The story behind the demise of the Beatles, the foremost and most influential band in 
popular music history, is sad – yet mysterious and complicated. Although the band was 
falling apart during 1969, they were recording some of the greatest music of their career. 
In this presentation, you will be led on a journey through this dark period, a journey that 
will include some of these poignant and iconic songs. If you love the Beatles, why not 
“come together” for this engaging and nostalgic retrospective of the dissolution of the 
greatest rock and pop band of all time? Light refreshments will be served.
PRESENTER:  Bob Cohen, a Beatles aficionado and long-time JCC member
#010 COST:  Free for JCC members, $5 per person for general public
*Program location will be either Sinai Temple (1100 Dickinson Street, Springfield) 
or the Springfield JCC if available. Check SpringfieldJCC.org for location or 
contact Craig Kazin at CKazin@SpringfieldJCC.org.

Learning Negotiation 
through the Big Screen
THURSDAYS, MARCH 2 – 16  (3 Weeks) 
6:30 – 8:30 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Join noted negotiation expert Joshua Weiss for a discussion series based on analyzing 
three well-known film dramas through the prism of negotiation. What approach, tactics, 
and techniques were used? Which were successful and which were not? What lessons can 
we leverage for our own lives? Screening the movies in advance is recommended, but not 
required. (Some services noted below have a charge).
●  Lincoln (2012): Available on Prime Video, Apple TV+, Redbox, or Vudu
●  12 Angry Men (1957): Available on Pluto TV, Tubi, Freevee, The Roku Channel, and 

Prime Video
●  Saving Mr. Banks (2013): Available on Disney+, YouTube, Google Play, Apple TV+, 

Redbox, Vudu
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Joshua N. Weiss is the co-founder, with William Ury, of the 
Global Negotiation Initiative at Harvard University and a Senior Fellow at the Harvard 
Negotiation Project. He is also the Director and creator of the Master of Science degree 
in Leadership and Negotiation at Bay Path University. He received his Ph.D. from the 
Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution at George Mason University in 2002.
#011 COST:  $80 JCC members, $95 general public

In-Person Classes 

Telling Your Story 
through Writing
#002 SESSION I:   MONDAYS,  JANUARY 30 – MARCH 20 

(8 Weeks, No Class on FEBRUARY 20)  
10:00 – 11:30 A.M.

#003 SESSION II: MONDAYS,  APRIL 3 – JUNE 5 
(9 Weeks, No Class on MAY 29) 
10:00 – 11:30 A.M. 

LOCATION: SINAI TEMPLE/SPRINGFIELD JCC*
Do you have stories just waiting to be 
written, but you’re not sure how to start? 
Join our supportive, low-pressure writing 
class which will help you get in touch 
with the writer inside of you. The idea 
is to explore with a writer’s eye, gain 
confidence, and experiment with fiction 
and non-fiction. Sessions will include 
ideas to get your creative juices flowing, 
techniques to write clearly and effectively, 
and guidance from a professional. 

INSTRUCTOR: Bob Chipkin currently teaches writing at Western New England 
University and has a long professional career as a writer, editor, and columnist 
at the Springfield Newspapers and Masslive. His columns are also featured on 
WFCR, the local NPR station.
COST: Session I: $85 JCC members, $95 general public

Session II: $95 JCC members, $105 general public
*Class will begin at Sinai Temple (1100 Dickinson Street, Springfield) 
and will relocate to the JCC once building repairs are complete. 
Contact Craig Kazin at CKazin@SpringfieldJCC.org with any questions.

Survey of Israel’s Political 
Structure and its Key 
Military Conflicts
MONDAYS, JANUARY 23 – FEBRUARY 13 
and  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22  (5 Weeks)
4:30 – 6:30 P.M.
LOCATION:  SINAI TEMPLE/SPRINGFIELD JCC*
Join instructor Stu Greene in an engaging survey of the 75-year history of the 
nation-state. The discussion will begin with a comparison of the Congressional 
and Parliamentary forms of democracy. The course will continue with an overview 
of the 1948 War of Independence, the Suez Crisis, the Six-Day War, and the Yom 
Kippur War. Finally, the settlement movement and its effect on Israel, its people, 
and its neighbors will be discussed.
INSTRUCTOR: Stuart Greene, the JCC’s retired Director of Health & P.E., is a 
Civil War aficionado who has run, crawled across, and explored every Civil War 
battlefield east of the Mississippi. He is a retired Captain of Artillery and received 
three Bronze Stars for heroism in combat and a Purple Heart for wounds received, 
among others. Most notably, his unit received a Presidential Unit Citation which is 
the highest award given in combat.
#004 COST: $100 JCC members, $115 general public
If space is available, late registrants will be pro-rated.
*Class will begin at Sinai Temple (1100 Dickinson Street, Springfield) 
and will relocate to the JCC once building repairs are complete. 
Contact Craig Kazin at CKazin@SpringfieldJCC.org with any questions.

Unleash the 
Public Speaker In You
WEDNESDAYS, FEBRUARY 15 – MARCH 15  (5 Weeks)
4:30 – 6:30 P.M.
LOCATION:  SINAI TEMPLE/SPRINGFIELD JCC*
This five-week class will initially enable the participant to understand and overcome 
their fear of public speaking. The balance of the class time will be used to work on 
presentation skills by giving short speeches with constructive feedback. Class size is 
limited to 8 to ensure individual attention. 
INSTRUCTOR: Tim Oppenheimer, a JCC member, is a retired law professor, 
attorney, and union representative. As an attorney he represented plaintiffs in civil 
rights cases, primarily employment discrimination, prevailing in significant sex 
discrimination cases. Since retiring he has obtained an MSW and is currently doing 
Guardian Ad Litem work for the Juvenile Court.
#005 COST:  $100 JCC members, $115 general public
*Class will begin at Sinai Temple (1100 Dickinson Street, Springfield) 
and will relocate to the JCC once building repairs are complete. 
Contact Craig Kazin at CKazin@SpringfieldJCC.org with any questions.

Knitting 
with Mollie Plotkin
#006 SESSION II:   TUESDAYS, FEBRUARY 28 – APRIL 4  

(6 Weeks) 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
#007 SESSION III: TUESDAYS, APRIL 18 – MAY 23  

(6 Weeks) 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
LOCATION: SINAI TEMPLE/SPRINGFIELD JCC*
The J is pleased to offer this perennial favorite, featuring Mollie Plotkin! This class 
is for experienced knitters who want to choose their own project and receive support 
along the way. Come to the first class with either a selected project and yarn or with 
ideas to discuss with the instructor. Limited to 12 participants.
INSTRUCTOR: Mollie Plotkin is an experienced knitter and designer.
COST: Sessions II & III: $60 JCC members, $75 general public
*Class will begin at Sinai Temple (1100 Dickinson Street, Springfield) 
and will relocate to the JCC once building repairs are complete. 
Contact Craig Kazin at CKazin@SpringfieldJCC.org with any questions.

Focus on You: How Coaching 
Unlocks Our Potential
TUESDAYS, MARCH 28 – APRIL 25  
(4 Weeks, No Class on APRIL 11)
7:00 – 8:00 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Have you ever wondered about life and career coaching? This interactive 
four-part workshop on coaching as a method of provoking thought and the 
creative process that inspires individuals to maximize their personal and 
professional potential. The course will cover tangible tools and techniques 
used in the coaching process to gain a deeper awareness of how we respond 
to situations in our lives – both on a good day and when we encounter 
stressors. There will be a discussion concerning the insights of being stuck, 
feeling out of alignment with our core values, and the “7 lenses of 
consciousness” as developed in Bruce D. Schneider’s book, Energy 
Leadership: Transforming Your Workplace and Your Life from the Core.
INSTRUCTOR: Tiffany L. Greene is a Career & Leadership Coach with 
25 years of corporate HR experience. In her past as an HR VP, Tiffany 
fostered cultures of trust and engagement through visible leadership. 
Tiffany has completed the coach training program with the Institute for 
Professional Excellence in Coaching. She is a Certified Professional Coach 
and also certified in the Energy Leadership Index™ Assessment.
#012 COST:  $90 JCC members, $110 general public

World War I and the 
Mechanization of Warfare
MONDAYS, APRIL 17 – MAY 15  (5 Weeks)
4:30 – 6:30 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
World War I signaled the end of the European social structure, and was 
arguably one of the worst blunders in human history. Learn about the 
wide array of warfare used during the conflict, as well as what led to it. 
The horrific loss of life during the war led directly to the punitive Treaty 
of Versailles, whose terms, some say, virtually guaranteed World War II.
INSTRUCTOR: Stuart Greene, the JCC’s retired Director of Health & P.E., 
is a Civil War aficionado who has run, crawled across, and explored every 
Civil War battlefield east of the Mississippi. He is a retired Captain of Artillery 
and received three Bronze Stars for heroism in combat and a Purple Heart for 
wounds received, among others. Most notably, his unit received a Presidential 
Unit Citation which is the highest award given in combat.
#013 COST: $100 JCC members, $115 general public

Issues in U.S. Society Today
WEDNESDAYS, APRIL 19 – MAY 17  (5 Weeks)
4:30 – 6:30 P.M.
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Tim Oppenheimer, JCC member, retired law professor, attorney and 
union representative, will offer an exciting five-week series, covering 
a host of issues facing our country. He will begin each session with 
a recorded or live speaker, and then lead a wide-ranging discussion 
on each presented topic. Currently on the schedule are the following: 
mass incarceration, climate justice and racial justice, radical hospitality, 
restorative justice and economics, and interrupting racial bias.
INSTRUCTOR: Tim Oppenheimer, a JCC member, is a retired law 
professor, attorney and union representative. As an attorney he represented 
plaintiffs in civil rights cases, primarily employment discrimination, 
prevailing in significant sex discrimination cases. Since retiring he has 
obtained an MSW and is currently doing Guardian Ad Litem work for 
the Juvenile Court.
#014  COST: $100 JCC members, $115 general public

 FREE

Gardening Club
Beginning MID-APRIL (Weather Permitting)
Times to be Determined 
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Join our JCC Garden Club and help to beautify our grounds. 
We would love for you to join us! Anyone interested in joining to 
help with 2023 planting at the J should contact Beverly Nadler at 
BNadler@SpringfieldJCC.org.

 FREE



Still Traveling: 
Boston’s 
Freedom Trail
MONDAY, JANUARY 30  
2:00 – 3:15 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM 
Join our guide Christian for an 
overview of Boston’s historic 
Freedom Trail: a 2.5 mile walking 
tour of Boston that covers 16 
different historic sights all 
connected with Boston’s fight 
for freedom from during the 
American Revolution. From the 
Boston Common to the Bunker Hill 
Monument, this 70-minute virtual 
tour will cover more than 400 years 
of history in an entertaining and 
educational way.

Exploring Broadway:
Love Songs
THURSDAYS, FEBRUARY 2 – 23
4:00 – 5:30 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM 
Since “I love you” is —more or less— easily said, if in song, the sentiment 
must be expressed in a more clever, less cliché way. Go on a musical journey 
of love songs from over 40 Broadway shows from Show Boat through “the 
Golden Age” to recent hits. Join popular San Francisco Bay Area instructor 
James Sokol to explore the creative ways lyrics of love are expressed in a 
variety of melodies creating charming patter songs, soaring ballads, heart-
breaking torch songs and more! Learn interesting tidbits about the shows 
themselves. Bask in the audio and video performance clips that bring the 
magic and excitement of Broadway musicals into our discussion.

Still Traveling: 
Picturesque Paris
MONDAYS, FEBRUARY  6 – 27
2:00 – 3:15 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM  
Brad returns by popular demand with yet another new series of virtual “trips!” 
Join trip leader James Sokol to zoom away and spend time with our terrific, 
professional guide—Brad—who returns with a new set of interesting virtual 
“trips” with four different themes in the gorgeous and romantic “City of Lights!”

Music & Morsels: 
Romantic & More 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
4:00 – 5:00 P.M.  
ONLINE PROGRAM 
Join us for the Alliance concert debut of special guest artist, pianist Nada, as she 
discusses and plays a gorgeous program of masterpieces by Robert Schumann, 
the German composer widely regarded as one of the greatest composers of the 
Romantic era, and Franz Liszt, one of the most prolific and influential composers 
of his era, who remains one of the most popular composers of the modern concert 
piano repertoire.

Bryant’s Broadway:
Rodgers & Hart
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
4:00 – 5:00 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM 
From their first hit song in 1925 through their 
final show-stopper in 1943, the prolific team 
of composer Richard Rodgers and lyricist 
Lorenz Hart “continually redefined musical 
theatre with wit, freshness and intelligence.” 
Together they wrote 28 shows including such 
hits as On Your Toes, Babes in Arms, The 
Boys from Syracuse, and Pal Joey.
Join Broadway diva Kimilee Bryant for a live 
performance tribute of songs that are “tuneful 
and tasty, schmaltzy and smart - music by 
Rodgers, lyrics by Hart.” 

SPECIAL EVENT

Only in Israel – 
A Community Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebration
TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 7:00 P.M.
LOCATION: TEMPLE BETH EL, 979 DICKINSON STREET, SPRINGFIELD

Joel Chasnoff and Benji Lovitt mix stand-up comedy with 
favorite stories from their book, Only in Israel, and explain 
how their relationship with Israel deepened in unexpected ways 
while writing it. Audiences will understand why this book 
could be written only in Israel, a place where A-level artists, 
journalists, and academics are willing to speak face-to-face 
with a pair of authors they don’t know but whose mission they 
believe in.

Joel Chasnoff is an American-Israeli stand-up comedian and writer 
with stage and screen credits in eight countries. Benji Lovitt is an 
American-Israeli who made Aliyah in 2006 and whose observations 
on Israeli society have brought smiles to faces all over the world.  

Sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Western Massachusetts, the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, Temple Beth El, Sinai Temple, 
and the Springfield JCC.

More Health and Wellness Opportunities
Yoga? Meditation? Pickleball? Balance? The J has a wealth of offerings. 
Visit our website at SpringfieldJCC.org or contact Wellness and Recreation Director Cassidy Audet at CAudet@SpringfieldJCC.org for more information.

Permanent Weight Loss for Emotional Eaters               
TUESDAYS, FEBRUARY 14 – MARCH 21  (6 Sessions)  11:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.                                                                    ONLINE PROGRAM 
What if you could look back on 2023 and say that was the year everything changed in your life…for the better? That you finally freed yourself from food drama, 
emotional eating, and lost the weight permanently? Join us for online classes, taught by a certified weight loss coach, for a six week journey to learn how your brain is 
likely sabotaging your weight loss efforts and how to retrain it so you’ll think differently about food and never gain the weight back again. You’ll also get a personalized, 
healthy food protocol that fits easily into your lifestyle—no counting calories or points!
Each class builds on the next, please plan to attend all six. However, if you need to miss one, arrangements can be made for you to watch a recording to catch up.
INSTRUCTOR: Diane Lynn, a former 18-year resident of Longmeadow, is a certified weight loss coach who was a big emotional eater but, by training her brain, she was 
finally able to lose 65 pounds and keep it off for good. She quit her corporate career, got her coaching certification, and is now on a mission to help as many people as 
possible gain control over their weight, health, and minds!
#015  COST: $ 297/person (Minimum 5 participants) 

Contact Craig Kazin at CKazin@SpringfieldJCC.org to register.

Health and Wellness 

Online Programs

These programs are presented in partnership with the Osher Marin JCC.

For more information, additional o�erings throughout the spring, and 
to register for any of these programs, please visit SpringfieldJCC.org.

 FREE

Celebrating ISRAEL AT 75

January/February: Amos Oz (1939 – 2018)
DISCUSSIONS
FILM: The Fourth Window (2021)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 10:00 A.M.
View between January 2 and January 22

BOOK:  Judas (2016) 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 10:00 A.M. 

ONLINE PROGRAMS 

March/April: A.B. Yehoshua (1936 – 2022)
DISCUSSIONS
FILM:  The Last Chapter of A.B. Yehoshua (2021)

SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 10:00 A.M.
View between February 19 and March 12

BOOK:  A Journey to the End of the Millennium (2000)  
SUNDAY, APRIL 16, 10:00 A.M. 

ONLINE PROGRAMS 

May/June: David Grossman
DISCUSSIONS 
FILM: Grossman (2021)

SUNDAY, MAY 7, 10:00 A.M.
View between April 17 and May 7

BOOK: See Under: Love (2002) 
SUNDAY, JUNE 4, 10:00 A.M. 

ONLINE PROGRAMS 

SPECIAL ONLINE PROGRAM

Celebrating Israel at 75 through Book and Film 
with Rachel Korazim
In celebration of Israel’s 75th anniversary, this combined book-and-film series will provide an opportunity to watch short documentary films about prominent 
Israeli authors, and also to read one of their defining works. Then, via Zoom, engage in insightful discussions about the works with our facilitator and educator, 
Rachel Korazim. This amazing opportunity to celebrate Israel through its authors will surely make Israel’s momentous birthday a meaningful one.
Rachel Korazim is a Jewish education consultant specializing in curriculum development for Israel and Holocaust education. Born in Israel, she served as an 
IDF officer in the central training base for women and was later a member of the IDF delegation to the country of Niger (West Africa). She is a graduate of 
Haifa University with a Ph.D. in Jewish education. She is involved with Jewish education worldwide. 
Co-sponsored by Temple Beth El, Sinai Temple, the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, the Jewish Endowment Fund of the Jewish Federation of Western 
Massachusetts, and the Springfield JCC.

 FREE

 FREE

Visit SpringfieldJCC.org for more information, viewing links, and Zoom links.

 FREE



Jennifer Rosner, Once We Were Home
THURSDAY, APRIL 13,  7:00 P.M.
 LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
The stories of a brother and sister from Poland, a boy 
concealed from the Nazis in France, and a refugee 
daughter from Germany are drawn together two 
decades later in Israel. They are each building lives 
for themselves, trying to move on from the trauma 
and loss that haunts them. But as their stories 
converge in unexpected ways, they must each 
ask where and to whom they truly belong. This 
heart-wrenching novel raises a host of issues as it 
confronts what it really means to find home.
Jennifer Rosner received her B.A. from Columbia University and her 
Ph.D. from Stanford University. She lives in Leverett, Massachusetts with 
her family. Her previous novel, The Yellow Bird Sings, was a Massachusetts 

Fiction Honors Book and a National Jewish Book Award 
finalist in the categories of debut fiction and book 

club. Jennifer is also author of the memoir If a Tree 
Falls: A Family’s Quest To Hear And Be Heard and 
a children’s book The Mitten String, a Sydney Taylor 
Book Award Notable. Her works have appeared in 

the New York Times, The Massachusetts Review, The 
Forward, and elsewhere.

Co-sponsored by the Western Massachusetts Jewish Genealogical Society and 
Richard Salter Storrs Library

Edmund Case, Radical Inclusion: 
Engaging Interfaith Families for
 a Thriving Jewish Future
TUESDAY, MAY 9,  7:00 P.M.
 LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Engaging in Jewish life can be a source of deep value 
and meaning, not only for Jews, but equally for their 
partners from other faith traditions, and most 
importantly for their children. Through historical 
context, statistics, personal narratives, and practical 
guidance, Edmund Case, founder of InterfaithFamily, outlines three invitations 
to engage in Jewish life that can be extended to interfaith couples. He charts 
three road maps to adopt radically inclusive attitudes and policies that treat 
interfaith couples and partners from different faith traditions as equal and full 
participants in Jewish life, and implement programming designed to engage 
them. Together these approaches can revitalize and sustain Jewish tradition.
Edmund Case is president of the Center for Radically Inclusive Judaism. 
A graduate of Yale and Harvard Law School, he received a Master’s Degree 

in Jewish Communal Service from the Hornstein Program at 
Brandeis University. He founded and served as CEO of 

InterfaithFamily, which grew to become the leading 
non-profit working to engage interfaith families in 
Jewish life and community, from 2001 to 2016. He 
has served on a Reform movement regional outreach 
committee and a Combined Jewish Philanthropies of 

Boston task force on services to the intermarried and 
has written extensively on intermarriage issues.

Co-sponsored by Sinai Temple, Temple Beth El, Temple Israel of Greenfield, 
Circles for Jewish Living, Congregation Ahavas Achim, Jewish Community 
of Amherst, Beit Ahavah Reform Synagogue of Greater Northampton, and 
Congregation B’nai Israel

 FREE

Evening Program Calendar
JAN 23 Survey of Israel’s Political Structure and 

its Key Military Conflicts Class Began
FEB 2 Exploring Broadway: Love Songs Class Begins
FEB 2 Brad Aronson, HumanKind: Changing 

the World One Small Act at a Time
FEB 8 Music & Morsels: Romantic & More
FEB 15 Bryant’s Broadway: Rodgers & Hart
FEB 15 Unleash the Public Speaker 

in You Class Begins
MAR 2 Learning Negotiation through 

the Big Screen Class Begins
MAR 7 Passover Wine Tasting and Sale
MAR 8 – 9 Informal Passover Wine Tastings
MAR 23 Elan Barnehama, Escape Route
MAR 28 Focus on You: How Coaching Unlocks 

Our Potential Class Begins
APR 13 Jennifer Rosner, Once We Were Home
APR 17 World War I and the Mechanization 

of Warfare Class Begins
APR 19  Issues in U.S. Society Today Class Begins
APR 25 Community-wide Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebration
APR 30 – MAY 7   Pioneer Valley Jewish Film Festival
MAY 9 Edmund Case, Radical Inclusion: Engaging 

Interfaith Families for a Thriving Jewish Future

Day Program Calendar
JAN 17 Knitting Class Session I Began
JAN 22 The Fourth Window Discussion 

(Israel at 75 Celebration)
JAN 30 Telling Your Story through Writing 

Class Session I Begins
JAN 30 Still Traveling: Boston’s Freedom Trail
FEB 6 JCC Book Club Meeting
FEB 6 Still Traveling: Picturesque Paris Class Begins
FEB 9 Adult Discussion Group Begins
FEB 12 Judas Discussion (Israel at 75 Celebration)
FEB 14 Permanent Weight Loss for 

Emotional Eaters Class Begins
FEB 15 Observation and Imagination Class Begins
FEB 26 1969, The End of the Beatles
FEB 28 Knitting Class Session II Begins
MAR 6 JCC Book Club Meeting
MAR 12 The Last Chapter of A. B. Yehoshua

Discussion (Israel at 75 Celebration)
APR 3 Telling Your Story through Writing 

Class Session II Begins
APR 3 JCC Book Club Meeting
APR 16 A Journey to the End of the Millennium

Discussion (Israel at 75 Celebration)
APR 16 New York City on Your Own
APR 18 Knitting Class Session III Begins
APR 30 – MAY 7   Pioneer Valley Jewish Film Festival
MAY 1 JCC Book Club Meeting
MAY 7 Grossman Discussion (Israel at 75 Celebration)
JUN 4 See Under: Love Discussion 

(Israel at 75 Celebration)
JUN 5 JCC Book Club Meeting
AUG 29 – SEPT 12   Splendors of Spain and Portugal
OCT 13 – 16   Trip to Louisville, KY

All trademarks, copyrights, brand names and logos shown in this publication are the property of their respective owners.

How to Enroll
To register for a class or event, complete the registration form above 

and return it to the Spring�eld Jewish Community Center by mail or in 
person. You can also call and register by phone, (413) 739-4715 or email 
CKazin@Spring�eldJCC.org.

About Life Lessons
Life Lessons: The William & Margery Sadowsky Center for Adult Learning is 

the result of support from the Jewish Endowment Foundation (a committee of 
the Jewish Federation of Western Massachusetts) and a very generous donation 
to the JCC INFund from the Sadowsky family.

Registration Form
Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________________________________________MState ________MZip ________________

Email______________________________________________________________________MTelephone (_________) _________ - _______________

  Check enclosed for $ ___________ payable to the Spring�eld Jewish Community Center.

Charge myMasterCard   VISA   American Express   Discover Ma total of $ _______________

Name on Card ___________________________________________________________________________________

Signature X _____________________________________________________________________________________

Card # ____________________________________________MExpiration Date (MM / YYYY) ______ / __________

Please return this form to: Spring�eld Jewish Community Center, 1160 Dickinson Street, Spring�eld, MA 01108

Do you have a hobby, talent or skill you would like to share 
by teaching a class or workshop at the JCC? Contact Craig 
Kazin at CKazin@Spring�eldJCC.org.

Be sure to sign up for Life Lessons E-Newsletters—reminders of upcoming 
programs by emailing CKazin@Spring�eldJCC.org to enroll or by going to 
Spring�eldJCC.org and click on “Contact Us” at the top of the page.

Nothing cancels a good class quicker than everyone waiting 
until the last minute to register! Please register at least one 
week prior to the class start date.

OF WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

The Adult Department offers cultural, social, educational and 
recreational programming aimed towards adults of all ages. Whether 
you’re looking to develop a new skill, challenge your mind or body, 
explore new areas, meet new people, or just have fun, you’ll want to 
be part of our programming. All programs are open to Spring�eld JCC 
members and the general public.

Suggestions for new offerings are always welcome. Please 
contact Craig Kazin, Director of Life Lessons: The William & Margery 
Sadowsky Center for Adult Learning at (413) 739-4715 or email at 
CKazin@Spring�eldJCC.org.

2022-
2023

Brad Aronson, HumanKind: 
Changing the World One 
Small Act at a Time
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 7:00 P.M.
ONLINE PROGRAM 
Brad Aronson’s life changed in an instant when 
his wife, Mia, was diagnosed with leukemia. 
Amid the stress and despair of waiting for the 
treatment to work, Brad and Mia were met by an 
outpouring of kindness from friends, family, and 
even complete strangers. Inspired by the many 
demonstrations of “humankindness” that supported their family through 
Mia’s recovery, Brad began writing about the people who rescued his family 
from that dark time, often with the smallest of gestures. But he didn’t stop 

there. Knowing that simple acts of kindness transform 
lives across the globe every day, he sought out these 

stories and is now sharing them with the world.
Brad Aronson is a husband and a dad. He teaches 
urban youth, and everyone in his classes start their 
own business, which has led to many adventures in 

entrepreneurship.
Presented in partnership with JGS Lifecare

Elan Barnehama, Escape Route
THURSDAY MARCH 23,  7:00 P.M.
 LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Set in New York City during the tumultuous late 
1960s, Escape Route is told by teenager Zach, a 
first-generation son of Holocaust survivors and 
NY Mets fan. He becomes obsessed with the 
Vietnam War and, because he believes that the 
U.S. will round up and incarcerate its Jews, 
spends his time planning an escape route for his 
family. Zach meets Samm, a seventh-generation 
Manhattanite who is grappling with the loss of his brother, a 
Vietnam veteran who suffered from PTSD and took his own life. Together, 
Samm and Zach explore protest, friendship, music, faith, and love during a 
time littered with hope and upheaval around the globe.

Elan Barnehama has taught writing and literature 
at several colleges, led community-based writing 

workshops, was a fiction editor, worked with 
at-risk youth, was a ghostwriter, coached high 
school varsity baseball, was a radio newscaster, 
and a short-order cook. He is a New Yorker by 

destiny and a Mets fan by geography.

 FREE

The following is a listing of upcoming author talks:

For Literatour 
information 

Manhattanite who is grappling with the loss of his brother, a 

JCC Book Club
Meets the first Monday of each month
NEXT MEETING: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 11:00 A.M.
LOCATION: SINAI TEMPLE, 

1100 DICKINSON STREET, SPRINGFIELD
Are you an avid reader? Do you love to 
curl up with a good book? Would you 
like to find others who want to share 
their insights about their favorite reads? 
Join our daytime book club which is 
open to all adults of all ages. Join us for 
our next book club meeting on Monday, 
February 6 when we will be discussing 
The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo
by Taylor Jenkins Reid. New members 
are always welcome. 

Following are our upcoming selections: 

MONDAY, MARCH 6
When We Were Sisters, Fatimah Asghar

MONDAY, APRIL 3
The Book Woman’s Daughter, Kim Michele Richardson

MONDAY, MAY 1
Horse, Geraldine Brooks

MONDAY, JUNE 5
Iona Iverson’s Rules for Commuting, Clare Pooley
COST: Free
To join, email Nicole Longhi at NLonghi@SpringfieldJCC.org.

 FREE

 FREE

 FREE

Walking Club
for J Members Only
TUESDAYS and THURSDAYS  (Begins Early Spring)
9:00 A.M. (Weather Permitting)
LOCATION: SPRINGFIELD JCC
Our walking club begins again when it is safe to do so. Watch the 
Sunday E-Newsletter or SpringfieldJCC.org for updates. Join Beverly 
Nadler for an invigorating walk departing from the green awning at 
the J. Our walk will take us through the neighborhoods around the 
Springfield JCC. Whether you’re a fast or slow walker, alone or with a 
friend, all are welcome. We will do a 30-minute walk and circle back 
to the J, and for those who would like to continue, we will proceed for 
another 30 minutes. Enjoy the beautiful weather, reacquaint yourself 
with some J members, and get some exercise.
COST: Free

 FREE




